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Dc Sa 
DXpedition Planned 


South Georgia Island DXpedition Being Organized 


Men Outside the Common 


Herd 
In the late 1800s and early 1900s 
some thousand men went down to the 
Southern Ocean each year to hunt the 
whale. They were men of whom the 
world knew nothing, and of whom I 
knew nothing until I had the rare op- 
portunity in 1992 to visit Grytviken, one 
of the whaling stations in the north coast 
of South Georgia Island. 
. In January 1995, Jan Heise 
and I will journey to Grytviken not 
to hunt whale, but rather to be 


hunted by DX’ ers worldwide. 
DXpedition Details 

When - January 1995. 

Where - Grytviken, South Georgia 
Island. 

Duration - Three weeks (five weeks 
including travel). 

Callsign/ Frequencies - To be announced 
later. \ 

Operators- _ Three operators; Al 


(WA3YVN), Jan (WA4VQD), and TBA. 3 
Transportation - Commercial air to 


England, Royal Airforce to Ascension 
and 
Falkland Islands, Research Vessel 
ABEL-J to South Georgia. r 
Equipment- _‘ Three complete stations 
with P 
amplifiers, Cushcraft beams for 
40-10m, two world class verticals 
for 160-80-30m, Onan PRO 4000 
generators. 
Modes - CW, SSB, and TTY. 
Cost - $50-60K, including equipment 
QSL Route- Via W4FRU, INDEXA POB 


5127, Suffolk, VA 23435. 
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_ “Any serious student of ab- 
normal psychology will find the 
DXer markedly interesting; it is 
my own conviction, reached af- 
ter having participated in sev- 
eral Antarctic DXpeditions, that 
DX radio waves are generated 
by more than their arithmetical 


proportions of madmen.” 
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shown to the east of the tip of South 
America with Antartica to the south. 
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-by Al Hernandez, WA3Y VN 


Contributions - Contributions are needed 
to help defray some of the cost. 


Send donations to: 
SGI DXpeditions 
P.O. Box 2235 
Melbourne, FL 32902 


History and Other 


Interesting Facts 

South Georgia Island, 53 56'S, 
34 45' W, is located 1350km ESE of 
the Falkland Islands. South Georgia 
is administered by the Governor of the 
Falkland Islands who is appointed by 
the United Kingdom government. 

South Georgia Island was the 
center of whaling operations dating 
back to the 1800’s. One prominent 
whaling station, Grytviken, located on 
the north coast, started whaling op- 
erations in December 1904 and was 
an immediate success. By 1910 
Grytviken was producing 55,000 bar- 
rels of oil and in 1912 it had the dis- 
tinction of having caught the largest 
whale ever. This was a blue whale 112 
feet long and was claimed to weight 
over 100 tons! 

Grytviken whaling station ex- 
panded and changed over the sixty 
years that it operated. The station was 
virtually self-sufficient for all its re- 
quirements. Transport ships brought 
down coal and fuel oil, barrels for the 
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FROM THE EDITOR 


This month of July marks the 
seventh month since I took over the 
FLORIDA SKIP and thanks to the 
continuing efforts of the writing staff 
and an abundance of articles from 
readers, amateur radio organizations 
and clubs; we are broadening the 
scope of coverage of the magazine. 
The number of new subscribers has 
been growing at a remarkable rate and 
much of this can be credited to many 
of you who recommend the magazine 
to friends and others who give sub- 
scriptions as gifts. 

The month of July also com- 
memorates the DECLARATION OF 
INDEPENDENCE, the most impor- 
tant patriotic holiday in the United 
States. The thirteen colonies in North 
America declared their independence 
from Great Britain for acts considered 
infringements on their personal 
rights. 

“We hold these truths to be 
self-evident, that all men are 
created equal, that they are en- 
dowed by their Creator with 
certain unalienable Rights, 
that among these are Life, Lib- 
erty and the pursuit of Happi- 
ness.” 

I, and I think most of my fel- 
low amateur radio operators, cherish 
those words. Many of us have served 
in the military to preserve the rights 


of our nation and ironically, the training 
in the military provided many individu- 
als with the incentive and tools to get into 
amateur radio. 

With a government obsessed with 
toleration on one hand and regulation on 
the other, the amateur radio community 
must stand ready to protect the rights of 
the service. Increasingly, the government 
is looking at the dollar value of the fre- 
quency spectrum and talking about spec- 
trum auctions. The administration has 
mandated that the FCC become self-sup- 
porting and that means spectrum user 
fees. 

It is becoming more important that 
we don’t abuse the privileges we now have 
in the amateur radio service. He that 
giveth can easily “taketh away”. We are 
seeing more and more personal rights, 
that were taken for granted, taken away. 
With the potential value of the spectrum 
becoming more apparent, amateurs must 
take care that they do not become unwel- 
come tenants in the $pectrum. It’s not that 
99% of amateurs who abide by the rules, 
it’s that 1% that can spell ruination. 

Just as the original thirteen colo- 
nies demanded and fought to preserve 
their rights, the amateur radio service 
must do the same and much of that could 
be accomplished by maintaining the re- 
spect that ham radio has earned through 
public service during emergencies and 
disasters. //ger 
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SKIP ON TAPE FOR 


“VISUALLY IMPAIRED 


FLORIDA SKIP is put on tape 
every month for the benefit of the 
blind or visually impaired. These 
tapes are available if requested and 


postage is paid both ways. If you are 
interested in this valuable service, 
contact Ms. Desaree Stewart, Library 
for the Blind, 420 Platt Street, 
Daytona Beach, FL 32114. Phone 1- 
800-226-6075. 
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FIRESH BREWED COFFEE ALL DAY 


Mike's Electronics 


1001 NW 52 Street 

Ft Lauderdale, Fl 33309 

(305 )491-7110 voice 

(305 )491-7011 fax 
1-800-427-3066 Florida Wats 
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FLORIDA PHONE NETS Doc Staples (W4SME), Editor 


FROM DOC, W4SME, FPTN,NET 
MANAGER: Golly, what happened to 
spring? It’s hot and getting hotter and the noise 
increases with each day as thunder bumpers 
fill the skies with lightning strikes. In spite of 
all the noise and racket on 3940 daily at 0655 
am, FPTN members turned in a very profit- 
able month of May. For the 31 sessions, 1213 
stations checked in and handled 474 pieces 
of traffic in 907 minutes, an average 29 minute 
Net.Checkins per Net session averaged 39 and 
during the month we welcomed 221 Travel- 
ers on board to participate in Net operations. 
Mort, WX4H is almost becoming a daily fix- 
ture with his good signal and traffic from the 
Panhandle. Herman, WB4FJY joins us from 
Atlanta, Dick, N2AOX almost made 100% 
attendance as a Traveler in May! It’s always a 
pleasure to welcome W4IAD, W4GUJ, 
K4EBO, K4AJV and WA4SS to the Net. Again, 
let’s not forget that the HURRICANE SEA- 
SON is here. Be smart..write out a plan and 
be prepared to evacuate should such condi- 
tions warrant. Time spent now in preparations 
will pay dividends if you must move in a hurry. 
Now is the time to set by the extra potable 
water and a weeks supply of canned food if 
you plan to stay put. In either case “BE 
READY”. The Net can use the assistance of 
several more stations to act as Liaison sta- 
tions to other NTS Regional Nets. This ser- 
vice to our Net does not require a lot of time 
and it helps to distribute the load. WA9VND, 
WB4WYG, NR2F are our regulars who do a 
great job. But if one goes on vacation, is ill or 
indisposed or for some reason cannot make 
the Net session, the regular flow of traffic gets 
interrupted. Please support your Net by pick- 
ing up a Liaison spot. A quick message to me 
that you will help is all it takes! Thanks. Russ, 
KC4ZHN is back and we are glad to hear that 
strong signal from Hollywood. WD4DAH, Dr. 
Glenn is back with his repaired rig and it 
sounds great. Fifteen Member stations made 
the Honor Roll for May and they were: 
WA4EIC, N4GMU, KD4IVP, WA4JDH, 
NT4K, KB4MON, K4RBR, WA4RUE, 
WB9SHT, K4SJA, W4SME, WB4TOV, 
WA9SVND, WB4WYG and WB4ZVD. CON- 
GRATULATIONS— The Fourth of July will 
be upon us as you read this report. Drive care- 
fully, take care and enjoy the Holiday. FPTN, 
Florida Phone Traffic Net meets daily at 
0655am on 3940Khz and welcomes all who 
come by to join the group. 73 & 88’s de Doc, 
W4SME 

FROM BOB, KC4ZHF, SEFTN, 
ASST. NET MGR: Another SEFTN Semi- 
Annual Picnic has come and gone! KD4GR 
smoked the chickens and were they ever tasty!! 
YUM-YUM Also to be found on the tables 
were potato salad, baked beans, cole slaw, 
chili and hot dogs right off the grill! Door 
prizes were plentiful and John KD4LQG do- 
nated a 24hr wall clock (Thanks). Would you 
believe the luck of that guy WALT, W4DWN. 
He just can’t lose and he was the one who 
drew the number out of the hat? No more 
drawing numbers Walt! Old friends and new 
members got together for a great time, pre- 
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sentation of attendance certificates, NCS and 
Alternate NCS awards followed. The Picnic 
was attended by SM for South Florida, Dick, 
WA4PFK who answered many questions on 
the correct techniques of message handling 


‘both on phone and CW nets. Our May stats 


were down slightly from April with 1294(- 
27) stations handling an increased traffic load 
of 391(+26) messages in 1752 minutes dur- 
ing 31 sessions. The Tuesday evening “Traf- 
fic Tips” sessions were MCeed by WB4PAM, 
WASVND, KD4GR and WA4PFK. Thanks 
for the great work, everyone gains from this 
learning experience. Honor Roll for May 
shows the following stations with 100% at- 
tendance: KD4GR, KD4HGU, KD4JMV, 
KD4HKS, KD4LQG, KB4WBY, KC4ZHF 
and W4/PZ1BK. CONGRATULATIONS. 
Every day, rain or shine the Southeast Florida 
Traffic Net meets at 6pm (1800) on the 
Motorola A.R.C. Repeater, 146.79 down 600. 
ALL are always welcome to join our sessions. 
73 & 88’s, Bob, KC4ZHF 

FROM DENNIS, KB4MON, TPTN, 
NET MANAGER: The summer season is 
already upon us and checkins have started to 
decrease with people traveling and being away 
during Net sessions. That’s understandable 
and we thank those regulars who are always 
on frequency. Summer propagation has started 
to cause some skip problems and we may soon 
have to move to our forty member fre- 
quency(7243) full time! If you can’t find the 
Net on 3940 at 5pm be sure to check 7243! 
For the Month of May, 555 stations checked 
in averaging 17+ stations per day. 192 pieces 
of traffic were passed during the month with 
a 6.2 daily average and this represented a fa- 
vorable increase over the stats for May °93. 
NR2F, WD4HHH, KB4MON, K4RBR and 
WASVND all checked in more than 90% dur- 
ing the month. The PREMIER station for May 
was K4AJV, Carroll of Crystal River with 
100% attendance and he has also accepted 
duty as Net Control Station for Saturdays. 
Look for K4AJV’s great signal and drop by 
and join the Net. TPTN, a member of the 
National Traffic System meets daily at Spm 
local time (1700) on 3 940Khz (7243). The 
Net operates as part of the Down Cycle with 
Liaison stations bringing Eastern, Fourth and 


Fifth Region traffic into Florida for delivery. - 


If you read this column and enjoy traffic han- 
dling, or if you are new to Amateur Radio and 
want to learn about Traffic Handling, join us 
and we will help you learn the ropes. This is 
the time of year to sharpen up your skills as 
we never know when we will be called upon 
to assist in Emergency Communications. 
Thanks again to ALL our regular members 
who make the Net the smooth efficient op- 
eration that it is. 73 & 88’s Dennis, KB4MON 

FROM EARL, K4FQU, SWFTN, 
NET MANAGER: Summertime has arrived! 
Vacations have started and checkins are down! 
Temperature is up, the days continue to get 
longer and I’m ready for my vacation. Last 
year during May we had almost 100 more 
checkins than this year, but our traffic count 
this year was 60% higher than 93 and that’s 


what counts. For May we counted 413 
checkins with an average of 16 for the 26 regu- 
lar sessions. Traffic was up from last month 
to 192 pieces and that’s slightly more than an 
average of 7 pieces of traffic per session. Good 
work everyone ! The hurricane season has 
started! We talk about this on the Net and I 
hope that each one of you has taken it upon 
himself/herself to complete all preparations 
for another season. Don’t wait until a “warn- 
ing” is issued as an advisory, make your plans 
now and be ready when and if the time should 
arrive! To all of the Net Members who will 
be traveling during June and July, DRIVE 
CAREFULLY-take care, we want you back 
safe and sound! The Southwest Florida Traf- 
fic Net meets Monday through Saturday at 
1000 local time on 146.88 down 600 (Repeat). 
Come join with us. We welcome all visitors 
to our Net and stand ready to help you in any 
way that we can. 73 & 88’s, Earl, K4FQU © 

FROM DICK, WA4PFK, FAST, 
NET MGR, SMSFL: The Florida Amateur 
Sideband Traffic Net meets for it’s EARLY 
session at 6pm (1800) and again at 
10:30pm(2230) on 3940 Khz (Plus or minus 
5Khz). FAST is a member Net of the National 
Traffic System and as such has regular Liai- 
son with other NTS registered Nets. The Net 
accepts OUTGOING traffic on the EARLY 
session and receives incoming Florida bound 
traffic on the late session in support of QFN 
(Florida CW Net). All stations are welcome 
to join the Net and become regular members. 
FAST is the oldest SSB Net still operational 
in Florida having started as an Amplitude 
Modulated Phone Net after WW-II During 
April K4RBR, WA9VND and WD4HHH all 
reached the 90%+ checkin plateau. Net con- 
trol stations for May included: WA9VND, 
K4RBR, WD4HHH, WA4QXT, WA4PFK, 
K4SCL, NY1H, W4VZ, KA4FZI, and 
WD4KBW. I want to thank the following sta- 
tions for filling in for K4SCL during the 
month: K4RBR,NY1H,W4VZ and WA9VND. 
Woody turned skipper helping his daughter 
and fiance take a boat to Texas. When you 
have message traffic going out-of-state and 
want overnight service, bring it to FAST. All 
members of the Net will be pleased to help 
you. 73 & 88's, Dick, WA4PFK 

FLORIDA SHRINE AMATEUR 
RADIO: FSARA-Florida Shrine Amateur 
Radio Association members held a Dutch 
Treat Luncheon at Cypress Gardens on May 
29th with excellent turnout and a great time 
was had by all. The following Temples were 
represented: ARABA, Ft. Myers, AZAN, 
Melbourne and SAHIB, Sarasota. Another 
luncheon is planned during the Melbourne 
Hamfest. More details will be available on 
the Shrine Net which meets every Sunday at 
1330 Local on 7236Khz. It is with sincere re- 
grets that we announce the passing of one of 
the Charter Members of the ARABA Temple 
Radio Unit. The Black Camel took Ed 
Rinehart, WA4JTA on May 23 when he be- 
came a Silent Key. Ed will be greatly missed 
by his many Shrine friends and fellow Hams. 
Good progress is being made on the setting 


FLORIDA CW NETS Ed Roller (K4IA), Editor 


Gator Net reported by Dan, 
W4DL; Andy, W4IYT still busy on TV, 
one session alone 10 hours each day Mon- 
day through Sunday. George, K4JI back 
from his birthday celebration is tackling 
a big pile of mail. Rip, AA4HT has the 
net taking in-state traffic. Charlie, 
WA4EYU didn’t let anything on road 
slow him up; he just jogged away from it 
and feels okay now. Dan, W4DL rounded 
up traffic notifying ex EAL hams of new 
roster. When the smoke alarm went off, 
he had to replace a linear. Chris, N4SEKC 
is off on another long trip including cel- 
ebration of D-Day. His traffic now goes 
to Dan for QFN. Dick, N2AOX is back 
on since his Mercedes wreck and has good 
news from the insurance company. 

After adjustment at Mayo’s, his 
XYL’s pacemaker now doing fine. Propa- 
gation and a cranky sprinkler system 
added to Mae, W3CUL and Al, W3VR’s 
troubles. Sprinkler problems at least are 
clearing up. 73, Dan. 

QFEN Reported by Don, AD4CN: 
The month of May had a significant de- 
cline in traffic which could have been due 
to the fact the summer time is upon us. 


up of the Amateur Communications unit in 
the Shriner’s Crippled Children’s Orthopedic 
Hospital in Tampa! The facility will allow the 
young patients to talk with their parents as 
well as other Shrine Hospitals and learn about 
Amateur Radio. Anyone reading this who has 
any HF or VHF equipment that they would 
care to donate to the Shriner’s Hospital Com- 
munication Center, please contact Noble Jerry 
Deutscher, KQ4UW at (813)-472-5130. All 
donations will be welcomed and a letter of 
recognition and appreciation for the gift will 
be sent to each donor. Also needed is some 
RG-8AU/RG-8X (150'+) for the run from the 
operating center to the antenna. Thanks to the 
great work of Bill Evans, KA4MEM and John 
Robinson, KSLJX, FSARA will shortly induct 
EGYPT Temple’s Shrine Radio Unit, Tampa 
into the organization. Because of the large 
number of Hams in the unit, it may become 
the largest in the state! Any amateur who is a 
member of EGYPT Temple and wishes to join 
the unit please contact Bill at (813)-626-1291. 
An active Tampa unit is vital to assist in the 
completion of the Communication Center at 
the Crippled Children’s Hospital. If you are a 
Nobel and your Temple doesn’t have a Shrine 
Amateur Radio Unit yet, get the Hams to- 
gether and form a unit. There are plenty of 
FSARA members that will help! See you Sun- 
day at 1330 local on 7236. 73,Doc, W4SME 
and Jerry, KQ4UW SALAAM ALIKUM 


Band conditions are not that great on ei- 
ther 40 or 80 meters. Besides all this you 
did well considering the circumstances. 
You should be proud of yourselves for 
such an outstanding job. 

QFN is still looking for permanent 
reps for Thursday and Saturday RNS li- 
aison. Also, we need a Saturday 4RN vol- 
unteer. I feel that there are several sta- 
tions on the net that could do either job 
quite well if they would only try. This 
would take the burden off the regular sta- 
tions who continually volunteer. If you 
feel like you could help and want to try 
any of these slots, just let me know with 
a radiogram. 73, Don. 

QFNS Reported by Laura, 
WASVND: May statistics: QNI 271, QTC 
119, QND 631 minutes, about the same 
as April. We welcomed Ed Taylor, 
WA4TAQ this month and Larry 
McDermott, KE4ESV for his first CW 
contact. Rah rah, but we didn’t hear you. 
How come? What are all of you waiting 
for? What a great way to practice your 
skill or just to exercise your fist, so dust 
off your keyer. 

We have a new NCS - Mr. Russ, 


KC4ZHN and he is progressing like a pro. 
Another one in the wings is Mr. Bob, 
KC4ZHF showing great progress. Come 
on break the ice any night at 8:00PM on 
3715kHz. 88, Laura. 

FMSN Reported by John, 
KC4FL: Report for May, QNI 251, QTC 
131 and QND 620 minutes for the 31 ses- 
sions. We have liaison with both TPTN 
and QFN for the late afternoon movement 
of traffic into the NTS evening cycle. 

Look for the net first on 7061 kHz, 
if not heard then try 3651 kHz. We meet 
daily at 1730 EST. Band conditions have 
been very poor lately in the late afternoon. 
73, John. 


Buses discharge passengers and hamfesters at the entrance to the Dayton Hamfest 
Photo by Matt Matthew, KC4RKJ 
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READERS WRITE 


Top Twenty Trafficers - May 


-by WA4PFK & WX4J From Joe Burnham, WD4KAV - Port St. 


Lucle 


Jerry... 

.. first of all...let me compliment you on your editorial in 
WAGEIC = 364 the latest “Skip. It was very well done...and thought provok- 
W4DL 295 ing. It’s about the most informative and best summary on the 
Clipper Chip “philosophy” and potential for harm that I’ve 


WA4PFK 277 seen. 
N4SS 263 
WA4PUP 258 
NY1H 212 
KD4ELI 212 
K4ZK 212 
N4RHJ 193 
KD4GR_=- 165 


Station Total Station Total 


W3CUL 3401 
WX4H 1359 
W3VR 1165 
KB6ECH 887 
K4FQU 743 
WA9VND 688 
KBRWBY 518 
WA4NDA 458 
WA4QXT 406 
NR2F 406 


I’ve only seen very fleeting reference to this 
technology...and a couple of messages over the past year or so 
on the packet netowrk. 

Thanks Joe! Now you get your raise. (Joe is the Editor, 
Digital Ditherings) Seriously though, that has no bearing on 
his valued opinion. //ger 


From Herb Foster, KD4EKV - Melbourne 

Re the Clipper Chip technology: It would appear that 
1984 is here, about 10 years later than it was first thought to 
have arrived. All that remains is to have a TV camera situated 
in each room with the slogan BIG BROTHER IS WATCHING 
YOU. 

Perhaps some bright person will tell us pea brains what 
we can do about this short of seceding from the Union. Stop the 
world. I want a transfer. 

Herb...Flash Gordon struck me as fantasy, now we see 
it as prophetic. 1984 certainly was prophetic. At the rate 
Orwell’s revelations are occurring, I find no comfort looking 
forward to the many that remain. //ger 
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From John R. Hopkin Jr. - Miami 
Ed. Note. John was receiving two of each issue with two 
different labels and he wrote: 
.. JUST DON’T STOP THEM BOTH! (29 years non-stop) 


Traffic Hounds - May 
-by Bill Jochimsen, K4ZK 
STM, SFL 


Net 
QFN 
FPTN 
NFPN 
SEFTN 
FMTN 
GN 
NFAN 


QNI Avg. 
LIB N2:5 
1213 39.1 
1084 35 

1294 41.7 
575° 18.5 
168 5.4 

1085 41.7 


SWFTN 413 


TPTN 


FAST 
QFNS 
SVTN 
FPON 
GARSN 184 
BCEPN 191 


DEN 
AIN 
SFAN 


555 
580 
271 
847 
204 


286 
47 
80 
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. Mgr. 


QTC/QNI 


AD4CN_ 0.75 
W4SME_ 0.39 
N4WMS_ 0.37 
KD4GR_ 0.3 
WAANDA 0.58 
W4DL 1.79 
WAANDA 0.22 
K4FQU 0.46 
KB4MON 0.35 
WA4PFK 0.21 
WA9VND 0.44 
KD4WDB 0.13 
WB4GCK 0.35 
WB4NFG 0.12 
WA2DXQ 0.08 
N4LTT 0.06 
WA4PFK 0.21 
KD4GR_ 0.09 
AVG 0.38 


Dear John, Dang...and all this time I’ve only charged 
you for one! //ger 


From Ted Champagne, N4TW - Madrid, New 


York 
Thanks for the great job you and your staff are doing on 
SKIP. Here’s my renewal. Been subscribing to SKIP for 27 years 
and intend to keep it up. 
Dear Ted: Between you and John above you, you guys 
could never be accused of skipping SKIP. //ger 


From Lloyd Pfahler, W8FKL - Venice, FL 
Thanks for the reminder on my late subscription...Also 
is a photo copy of a small item in SKIP approximately 30 years 
ago. 
WELCOME TO FLORIDA! W8FKL, Lloyd 
Pfahler, headed for Florida upon retiring from 
Borden Company. He drove a Porsche from former 
“Yankeeland” residence to Venice, FL. So let’s all 
extend our appreciation to Lloyd. 


My Porsche is running like a scalded cat, I have become 


a lazy old dog - halt of step and long of tooth! 

It is interesting to note tha I “earned” my W8FKL ticket 
in August of 1931. Just two seeks shy of my 80th birthday, I 
“earned” my EXTRA. ...My callsign is carved on my tomb- 
stone and in place! If the “Federal Fuzz” ever reassigns it, I 
will come back and haunt them all! 

I have had a very full life and Ham Radio has been a very 
important and fulfilling part of my alloted time. Carry on 
FLORIDA SKIP and thank you. 

Dear Lloyd, Having sprained several fingers while try- 

ing to type your last name, I can understand carving your 
call on your tombstone. I drove a VW Rabbit to Florida from 
Yankeeland but it died soon after arriving; indicating some- 
thing about pregnancy or else is a testimony to the compara- 
tive quality of Porsche vs. VW. Getting your Extra at 80 shows 
that you haven’t lost your energy or enthusiasm for amateur 
radio! 

By the way. While at Borden, did you ever know a girl 
named Elsie? //ger 


From A. Adams, W4FNR - Boca Raton, FL 
W4FNR sent me a copy of a 1960 Meritorious Service 
Certificate from FLORIDA SKIP for the first Florida 6 meter 
station to work 25 KP4’s. Just wondering...did you ever bag 
that 26th? //ger 


North Florida BBS Totals May 1994 
Dave Sutherland, N4GMU 


BUL 
7031 
1081 
2282 
N/R 

3625 
3387 
3862 


PERS NTS 
1913 25 
642 46 
320 13 


4290 
2073 
1191 
3829 
N/R 
33 


South Florida BBS Totals May, 1994 
Bill Britton, KB4VOL 


BBS NTS 
KOZXF 0 
KOZXF-2 0 
K4TKU 0 
KB40AM 14 
KB4UAH 6 
KB4VOL 9 
KB4WUA ll 

(BBS NOW QRT) 
KD4EMI 5 
KD4GR 30 
KD4MJV 17 
KF40] 

KP4EDL 

| N4HHP 
N4JOA 
N4XEO 
W4DPH 
W4MWP 
W8DUV 
WA2DXQ 
WA2LKI 
WB2WPA 
WB4MOZ 
WB4TEM 
WD4DLB 
WDS8IBY 


NTS TOTAL: 1024 


BUL 
6897 
4485 
163 

4359 
1498 
5645 
6851 


TOT MSGS 
WaT 

4823 

338 

5687 

2830 

6731 

7136 


6566 
4237 
6879 
4326 
5493 
6927 


7864 
5006 


Remember, North Florida BBS’s should send their reports to 
N4GMU @ N4GMU. 

South Florida BBS’s to KB4VOL @ KB4VOL. Reports MUST 
be sent on the 1st covering bbs activity for the previous month. 
Please participate! 


73... Bill, KB4VOL @ KB4VOL, Packet Manager South 
Florida. 


AMSAT call for papers 


The 1994 AMSAT-NA Annual Meeting and Space Sym- 
posium will be held October 7 to 9, in Orlando, Florida. AMSAT 
seeks papers for the symposium and can provide authors with 
help in editing and graphics, if needed. Papers are welcome 
even if the author is unable to attend the symposium. 

Topics for.all amateur satellite disciplines are sought, 
including introductory tutorials, satellite operations, Phase IITD 
design and development, and new applications and techniques. 

Sign up now and request an author’s kit, then compose a 
short abstract by July 1. Final drafts are requested on or about 
August 26. 

Direct inquiries to Steve Park, WB9OEP, 12122 99th Ave 
North, Seminole, FL 34642. Tel (813) 391-7515. 

-ARRL Internet 
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QCWA NEWS 


FLORIDA 
QCWA 


It’s all quiet on 
the QCWA news 
front. Many of our Florida chapters have 
closed for the summer, however some 
chapters are still meeting to discuss the 
topics of the day. We still have a lot of 
members who stay the year ‘round. This 
is the best time of the year if you like water 
sports. My friends up north tell me that it 
never stops raining. We sure could use 
some. If your chapter is still meeting, I 
would like a report for “SKIP”. My ad- 
dress is in Skip. 

GATOR Chapter 

The attendance at our May meet- 
ing was 30 members and guests. We read 
a report from one of our northern mem- 
bers that snow is still on the grounds and 
not expected to melt until June. Our 
speaker was Mr. Al Copland, a volunteer 
for the Red Cross for 13 years. He was 
past chairman of the Upper Pinellas chap- 
ter and presently a member of the Board 
of Directors and Chairman of the Com- 
munity Outreach program. He gave an 
excellent talk on the Red Cross services 
to our community. Hurricane Andrew was 
one of the worst disasters to hit Florida 
and the Red Cross did a wonderful job in 
helping in the areas which it was badly 
needed. Our chapter meets all summer 
for informal meetings, no business is 
taken out. We welcomed a new member 
Harry Clare, WB2TAL. We were advised 
that a bill exempting amateur radio an- 
tennas from local zoning and other re- 
strictions went to the governor for his sig- 
nature. Reported by Eli Nannis, K4JMH. 

PELICAN Chapter 

At our last meeting, we had Bob 
Alverez from WTOG Channel 44 sports- 
caster and he expressed the pitfalls and 
future of an aspiring commentator. It was 
a very interesting talk. Dutch Romig, 
KF4DI, a recent Silent Key, his 60 year 
pin was put on our QCWA banner. After 
a few problems with our repeater 145.29, 
it is now working normally. Mr. Romig’s 
equipment was willed to our club, sold, 
and the money was given to our chapter. 

A long time member Hal Fox, 
W3AA is in Houston, Texas undergoing 
some treatments and we wish him well. 
Our newest member Jim McNeely, K4ZIP 
is in the hospital for surgery. Our Chap- 
ter also has a breakfast meeting on the 
first Wednesday of the month. Our meet- 
ing day is the 3rd Wednesday of each 


month at the new Staceys in St. Peters- 
burg. We are meeting each month infor- 
mally until September. We are already 
planning our picnic in November. Re- 
ported by Jay Strom, K9BSL. 

SUNCOAST Chapter 

Our chapter has changed their 
meeting day to the first Wednesday from 
October through May. We meet at Mrs. 
Appleton’s Family Buffet on Bee Ridge 
Road and MacIntosh Blvd. We will hold 
our eyeball QSO’s there for the months 
of June, July, August and September. 
These are informal meetings; no business 
and no program. Officers for 1994-95 are 
President John Karban, W3IGC; VP Croft 
Taylor, VE3IGC; Sec/Treas. Virginia 
Menerick, W8MEJ. Robert Hartford 
K4IKB became a silent key on April 13, 
1994. Bob was a member of both QCWA 
and OOTC and belonged to the Suncoast 
Chapter. Submitted by Bob Bookwalter, 
W4NWF. 

HERNANDO Chapter 

The April meeting of the chapter 
was held at the Pier 688 restaurant in 
Brooksville. The meeting was chaired by 
VP Jordie Friedman, WB2IMO. 26 mem- 
bers and guests were present. It was de- 
cided not to replace the Board of Direc- 
tor seat left vacant by Al Kuchare until 
our next election. We welcomed Ed Barr, 
K2HD to our chapter. On April 27th, the 
members were guests at a picnic at John 
and Beverly Darbyson home in Bushnell. 
We were introduced to Sheba, their pet 
wolf, More than 20 members attended and 
out thanks to John and Beverly for sup- 
plying all the food and drink that could 
be consumed. They are wonderful hosts 
and have a beautiful home. John’s ham- 
ming via satellite was very interesting. 
We are sorry to advise that Leitha Tiolton 


Eli pans (K4JMH), ata 


to the Hospital, Howeter she seems to be 
recovering nicely. Our May meeting on 
the 18th will be our last formal luncheon 
meeting until fall however informal lun- 
cheons will be held all summer at Pier 
688, third Wednesday at 12 noon. Re- 
ported by Marv, W1GEN. 

PALM BEACH Chapter III 

The May meeting was attended by 
twenty-one members and guests. Appar- 
ently the summer has overtaken us and a 
good part of the membership has gone 
north for the season. 

The main topic of discussion at the 
meeting was the future location for the 
monthly meetings. The North Palm Beach 
CC is undergoing some financial scru- 
tiny and some changes will have to be 
expected if we remain at that location. 
After a lengthy discussion by all the mem- 
bers, it was decided that we will remain 
at North Palm for the time being, but 
President Newell, K2GNZ appointed a 
panel to explore other possible locations, 
should the necessity arise in the near fu- 
ture. 

It was good to have Bill Phelan and 
his XYL back again. It was also interest- 
ing to have Charlie Newell, K2GNZ and 
Hank Gorman, W4RQK discover that 
they were probably rubbing elbows in the 
same pub in England while they were 
waiting for their participation in the “D- 
Day” operation. 

Lennie Jezorek, W4LC, is under the 
weather and I’m sure he would appreci- 
ate a QSL from his friends. Len’s address 
is 20 Celestial Way, Apt. #205, Juno 
Beach, FL, 33408. 

Next meeting will be at the North 
Palm Beach CC Dining Room on June 
28th, at 1130 AM...CU there and bring a 
friend. Reported by Sec. Bob McDow, 
W4KOG. 


QUARTER CENTURY WIRELESS ASSOCIATION, Inc 


23 Years a Fam? 


Got a question? 
Write: 


159 E. 16th Street 


Eugene, OR 97401 
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OLD TIMERS AND KNIGHTS Bob McDow ( W4KOG), Editor 


Co Sms Old Old 
Or ¥\ Timer’s Club 
Gi We had a very 


my interesting net last 
yA. Saturday. It happened 
tf tobe the 4th of June, 
just a few days after 
Memorial Day and a couple of days be- 
fore D-Day so the topic of conversation 
evolved to what each was doing just fifty 
years ago. In my case, I was just com- 
pleting my junior year in high school and 
the happenings in Europe and the south 
pacific did not bode well. As things turned 
out, the shooting war in both areas had 
ended by the time I got overseas in the 
European Occupation Force. So, while 
my endeavors in WWII were somewhat 
mundane compared to a lot of the veter- 
ans, the comments on the net and the con- 
tent of the various news coverage of the 
“D-Day” activities brought to mind a few 
thoughts which I’d like to share. 

I was born in 1927 and was brought 
up in a small town in Oklahoma. My fa- 
ther and his three brothers were all vet- 
erans of WW I and were active members 
of the local American Legion Post. At that 
time, Oklahoma had been a state for only 
about 20 years and most of the men were 
WwW I vets, so there was a high degree of 
patriotic activity. The local Legion and 
VFW posts were out at the drop of a hat 
to parade or celebrate something. On 
Decoration Day and Armistice Day espe- 
cially we would have a big parade with 
bands, floats and all, followed by a con- 
cert in the Park which featured Sousa’s 
music and the local Drum and Bugle 
Corps. At the front of the parade we 
would always have a few Civil War vets, 
then a contingent of Spanish/American 
War vets followed by masses of WW I 
vets. At this time, Oklahoma was a “dry” 
state but there miraculously was plenty 
of liquid refreshment to aid the remem- 
brance and the retelling of endless war 
stories. We moved to Chicago in 1939 and 
Dad left the legion, so we weren’t as in- 
volved with the celebrations as we had 
been. They still had parades on the 4th of 
July but Memorial Day (Formerly Deco- 
ration day) was left to the race-cars, ex- 
cept for a wreath laid on the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier and Armistice day was 
a moment of silence at 11:00 on Novem- 
ber 11. The parades though, still had a 
few Spanish/American vets riding in 
front, the Civil War vets were no more 
and the number of WW I vets was many 
fewer. 
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After WW II there was a rebirth of 
the Legion and VFW, and their ranks 
swelled with the return of the WW II vets. 
The underlying purpose of all these cel- 
ebrations, which now included V-E Day, 
V-J Day and in the last few years D-Day, 
was to celebrate the Victory of the United 
States over the opposing forces and to 
honor the memory of comrades who were 
lost in the efforts. 

During the last few days there have 
been many instances of celebrations of 
Memorial Day and D-Day. The most con- 
spicuous thing that I have noticed and the 
point I am trying to make is this: All of 
the remaining celebrants are veterans 
from WW II. Oh, you may still have a 
few WW I vets who are living but the only 
ones active in these activities are from 
WwW II. When you look at it, nothing from 
the Korean activity or the Vietnam was 
has been specified for any special remem- 
brance. 

Ten years from now, with the 60th 
anniversary celebration of D-Day, there 
will be very few vets from a victorious 
effort left to celebrate anything. Looking 
at it in a different light, right now I’m 
about at the same point in life as the Civil 
War vet was at my first parade back in 
Oklahoma; and no one coming up in the 
future is going to care a “hill of beans” 
about the veterans of “whatever”! 

With that, I’m going to enjoy and 
be proud of the time I spent in the service 
and I feel very sorry for all the brave men 
and women who served in unpopular 
times and will never know the joy of be- 
ing able to look back at your efforts spent 
in a winning cause. I’m especially sorry 
for a nation who does not care for the ones 
who lost their lives in the fight for those 
unpopular events. 

-73 de Bob, W4KOG 


P Pp 
seed bun" -- Niceville Hamfest. Photo by Matt Matthew, KC4RKJ 


Knights of the Kilocycle 
3910 Ke. Sunday Morn 


1130Z - O730EDT 

The net has been pretty quiet lately. 
Not much going on to talk about! All the 
tomatos have been harvested and the okra 
hasn’t been put in yet so I can’t say any- 
thing about that. We did have “Doc” 
W4SME, and “Good Uncle john” 
W4GUJ check in a couple of weeks ago. 
It was good to hear from them again af- 
ter so long. When you don’t hear from 
someone for awhile, you start to wonder 
if anything has gone wrong and you get 
worried about them, so it’s good to hear 
from them when they do decide to check 
in again. 

We’re getting prepared for the 
“Field Day” event coming up later this 
month. With the new publication sched- 
ule of SKIP, it’ll probably be over with 
by the time you are reading this. I’m go- 
ing to be with the group from up in Jupi- 
ter again this year. The big chief this year 
is going to be Jerry Gumbus, N4GKE, 
who says he’s going to go all out to win 
in our class this time. Hi, hi. We’ll be 
located again this year at the Johnathon 
Dickenson State Park just north of Jupi- 
ter. We'll be using W4KOG as the sta- 
tion callsign so if you hear us on, be sure 
to give us a call. (We'll need all the help 
we can get if things go true to form.) 

We were down to 13 checkin’s a 
couple of nets ago. I know it’s the sum- 
mer season and a lot of the Knights have 
gone north for their yearly Sabbatical to 
escape the heat! But I’m sure there are 
many more than 13 of us left to swelter 
in the hot and humid Florida climes. The 
little bit of heat added by turning on your 
rig for an hour on Sunday morning prob- 
ably won’t even be noticed. So why not 
join us on the net? -73 & 88 de W4KOG 


pickles on a sesame- 


, cheese, 


DIGITAL DITHERINGS Joe Burnham, WD4KAV 


Time once again for another thrill- 
ing installment of “Digital 
Ditherings”...wherein I’ll do my best to 
disperse the digital fog that clouds the 
brains of many who seek enlightenment 
along the Ham Digital Highway! 
(Well...at least I didn’t say INFORMA- 
TION SUPERHIGHWAY...talk about an 
over-used phrase!). 

This time, as promised, I'll help 
you sneak out of some “TNC TRAPS” 

A slight digression... Why do they 
call it a “Terminal Node Controller”? 
Well... technically speaking, your COM- 
PUTER is a TERMINAL when hooked 
toa TNC. Though it may be a super duper 
lightening fast multi-megged 486 
powerhouse...able to run all the latest soft- 
ware, brew your coffee, and feed the 
cat...it’s still a little ‘ole terminal when 
running communications (“Terminal”) 
software! Terminals are roughly the digi- 
tal equivalent of telephones...enabling 
you to speak and listen (send typed text, 
and receive typed text). 

Your TNC is a “Node” on the 
packet network. A NODE on the net- 
work must keep a special lookout for data 
that concerns IT, while also routing other 
data that happens to pass by. If you get 
the idea that a TNC is really a special- 
ized computer...you’re RIGHT. Pat your- 
self on the back, go to the fridge and get 
a cool drink to reward yourself. 

End of digression... 

What kind of strange things can 
happen when you’re first getting ac- 
quainted with your TNC? 

First of all, if you have been seeing 
“Martian” language from your TNC ev- 
ery time you turn it on, and have not been 
able to send it COMMANDS, this means 
that your computer and TNC are not 
speaking the same language (or speak- 
ing the same language, but with a differ- 
ent “accent”). 

Without getting TOO technical, 
computer (and TNC) “language” is made 
up of “bits” containing text information 
(what you type) and additional comput- 
erese, which helps the computer and TNC 
stay “in step” with each other. 

Some TNC’s are polite and will try 
talking in different accents to your com- 
puter. You will see clots of gibberish 
dance across your screen till, all of a sud- 
den, like a shaft of sunlight on a cloudy 
day... you’ll see something like “PRESS 
* TO SET AUTOBAUD RATE” appear. 

When you see this (or some simi- 
lar phrase).... just DOIT...FAST! Ifyou 


wait too long, the whole process starts 
over again...and you'll have to wait for 
that magic phrase to pop up again. 

The TNC will then know what 
speed your computer (and terminal pro- 
gram) are operating at, and the two of 
you (TNC and COMPUTER) will be able 
to blather away. 

NOTE: ifyou have found this “easy 
out”...I suggest you immediately type the 
word “PERM” and press your “enter” key. 
This prevent the TNC from forgetting the 
proper settings, and you won’t have to sit 
and wade through Egyptian/Chinese/ 
Martian scrawls every time you turn your 
TNC on. 

If you are not so lucky as to have a 
polite TNC, and are still seeing gibber- 
ish on your termianl or computer, you 
need to adjust one or more TNC param- 
eters, or some settings in your terminal 
program. 

A FEW WORDS OF CAUTION: 
there is a very GOOD chance that you 
will have to do a “hard reset” on your 
TNC at lease ONCE while you hunt for 
the proper combination of parameters. 
This will require you to open up your 
TNC, and either move or remove a 
jumper, to restore the TNC to it’s “fac- 
tory setting” status. 

If the thought of doing this makes 
you want to run for the hills (or grab a 
beer), then you’d best wait till someone 
with “nerves of steel” drops by to help. 

KANTRONICS TNC’s are restored 
to factory settings by opening them up, 
locating a jumper on the PC board with 
the words “norm” and “test” by it, and 
with the power OFF, moving the jumper 
FROM “norm” TO “test”. Once that is 
done, power up the TNC for a FEW SEC- 
ONDS, turn it off, replacing the jumper 
on “norm”, and putting everything back 
in the case. 

UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES 
should you leave a KANTRONICS TNC 
powered up for more than a FEW SEC- 
ONDS when it’s out of it’s case! The rea- 
son for this is that the on-board voltage 
regulator is NOT being cooled by the 
TNC case, and will BURN OUT, requir- 
ing you to send your TNC to the factory 
for repair. 

MAKE SURE you remember to 
screw the voltage regulator back into the 
TNC CASE when you are re-assembling 
it. 

MFJ TNC’s are rendered “stupid” 
(put back to factory settings) by remov- 
ing the jumper that permits the on-board 


battery to supply voltage to the TNC. This 
jumper is usually near the batter (which 
is a silver disc). Power down the TNC, 
open up the case, locate the jumper, re- 
move it for a few seconds, replace it, and 
re-assemble the TNC. 

Once you have put your TNC back 
to “default” state, try pressing your “en- 
ter” key a few times. If the tnc gives you 
a “cmd:”, you’re all set. 

If you still see gibberish...then there 
are two ways to go. You can adjust your 
terminal software (or dip switches, if 
you re using a dumb terminal)..or you can 
try tweaking some TNC parameters. 

Look for DIP switches on a dumb 
terminal labelled: BAUD, PARITY, and 
WORD...or perhaps START and another 
labelled STOP. Try the technique below, 
using different settings of these switches. 

The 3 TNC settings which can lead 
to grief (or...at least extreme frustration 
on your part) are BAUD RATE (the TNC 
setting is “ABAUD”), PARITY and 
AWLEN. 

The best place to start is with 
BAUD RATE. A good rule of thumb is 
to start with a LOW baud rate, and work 
UP. Most TNC’s will default to a baud 
rate of either 1200 or 2400 baud. 

So... set your terminal program (or 
DUMB TERMINAL) for 1200 baud, and 
then press the “enter” or “return” 
key...and keep your eyes peeled for 
“emd:”. NOTE: prayer or cursing at this 
stage, has NOT been shown to signifi- 
cantly affect the outcome of your search 
for enlightenment (or at least, your quest 
for communication with your TNC)! 

Keep choosing higher and higher 
baud rates (up to 9600) and repeating the 
process. If you don’t meet with success, 
and your frustration quotient is not too 
high, move on to PARITY. 

Here, your choices are 0 (or “odd” 
), 1 (or “even”), 2 (or “mark”), 3 (or 
“space”) or 4 (or “none”). Try each of 
these settings, FOR EACH BAUD RATE 
you tried above. 

NOTE: MANY TNC’s default to 
a parity of “O” or “4”...so try program 
settings of “odd” or “none” first. 

Finally... try different settings of the 
TNC “AWLEN?” paramater. This is usu- 
ally defaulted to “8”...but you may need 
to set it to “8” if all of the above fail. 

You say you’ve done all the above, 
and STILL are presented with gobble-de- 
gook? Well... now is the time to do the 


Continued on page 12 
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COMPUFORUM Steve lezzi, KD4GKE 


Monitors and Graphics Cards 

As the cost of computers is com- 
ing down and the features and perfor- 
mance is getting better, the relative cost 
of the monitor and graphics system is an 
increasingly larger portion of the price 
of a system. With this in mind, let+s dis- 
cuss the different graphics system avail- 
able today and what they really do. 

Graphics cards for the PC com- 
patibles are now all at least VGA com- 
patible. VGA specifications are 640 hori- 
zontal pixels (or dots) by 480 vertical pix- 
els. Each pixel can be one of 16 colors, 
each of the primary colors and half bright- 
ness colors plus black and white. Ex- 
tended VGA modes are very common and 
these include: additional colors like 256 
all the way to 24 million, and additional 
screen resolutions including 800 x 600 
pixels, 1024 x 768 pixels and even 1280 
x 1024 pixels. High resolution cards that 
support 65 thousand colors all the way 
up to the highest screen resolutions are 
common and not very expensive. Accel- 
erated video cards are advertised as a 
great speed enhancer and many video 


Continued from page 11 
dreaded “HARD RESET” n the TNC that 
I mentioned way back at the beginning. 
After powering the TNC OFF, and un- 
plugging it...open it up, and restore it to 
factory settings. 

Turn your TNC back on, and look 
again at the port configuration on your 
terminal or terminal program. Some ter- 
minal programs will call these settings 
“modem settings” or “modem configura- 
tion”. 

The settings you want to start out 
with, and try at each baud rate, are 
“N,8,1”. You should see these as one of 
the options in your modem or port con- 
figuration screen. 

REMEMBER: If you DO have to 
do a “hard reset” on your TNC... you will 
have to ENTER YOUR CALLSIGN once 
you are communicating with the TNC. 
Most TNC’s use the ‘MYCALL’ 
paramater for your callsign. The form of 
this command is: 

MYCALL WD4XXxX (replace 
“WD4XXXA” with YOUR call). 

Another “TNC TRAP” which can 
cause grief in the faint hearted, and apo- 
plexy in “TYPE A” personalities is a situ- 
ation in which you try and send the TNC 
“commands” when it is in the “CON- 
VERSE” mode. 
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cards use local bus video interfaces for in 
creased speed. 

Monitors range in sizes from 14 
inches diagonally to 21 inches diagonally. 
Monitors are rated by parameters such as 
dot pitch, bandwidth and scan rate. 

Now here’s the translation. 

The most important feature of any 
monitor is sharpness. The rated scan rate 
of the display is a selling feature and does 
not represent the capability of the moni- 
tor. For example, a monitor that claims 
a dot pitch of .39 is barely acceptable for 
standard for standard VGA resolution and 
in my opinion for short periods of use. 
This is because the dot pitch (which is a 
measure of the size of the triangle on a 
picture tube defined by the red, green and 
blue dot) is actually larger than the pixel 
size. Individual pixels will light one, two 
or even three triads on the screen. Text 
on these monitors is particularly hard to 
read. The letters show color tinges around 
the edges and the entire display just looks 
fuzzy. A .28 pitch size is common and 
may cost a little more but they generally 
look quite a bit better. The improvement 


The TNC will APPEAR to be 
arrogant...that is...it won’t be responding 
to your COMMANDS. You’ll see no 
friendly little “cmd:” or statements like: 
“MONITOR was ON” when you type 
“MONITOR OFF”. 

The fix for this “TRAP” is to AL- 
WAYS send a “control C” (and ‘enter’)to 
the TNC before you start COMMAND- 
ING it to do your bidding. You’ll know 
you’re in COMMAND MODE by the 
“cmd:” at the beginning ofa line. _ 

WOW... we really got mired down 
in minutae this time! If you’ve read all 
this, tried all the above, and STILL are 
getting nowhere fast...”take two asperin 
and call me in the morning !” 

OR... get on your repeater and ask 
if there is a packet group that meets in 
your area. Someone there will be glad to 
help. 

If all else fails... feel free to write 
me a note (via the mail, or to Gerry, our 
Editor) and I'll do my best to do some 
“remote engineering” and see if I can help 
you out. 

I’m still looking for suggestions for 
future columns...please drop me a line 
and let me know what you want to see 
here. 


USRe Joe WD4KAV @ 
N4XEO.#STU.FL.USA.NA Internet: 
JBURNHAM1@NVN.COM 


is due partly to the fact that there are more 
triads on the screen but as a rule, the finer 
pitch monitors also have better video 
amplifiers and better high voltage sup- 
plies that contribute to a sharper image. 
The rule here is observable quality. A 
good monitor will be bright and crisp with 
clean black to white transitions around 
the text regardless of the specifications. 

Another feature of the monitor that 
can affect performance is the scan rate. 
Scan rate is the speed with which the 
monitor can refresh the display. Conven- 
tional televisions refresh sixty times a 
second but they display only half the im- 
age at atime. The image is broken into 
odd lines and even lines and the refresh 
technique is called interlacing. This tech- 
nique works fine for television because 
the subjects are always moving but a com- 
puter display would flicker if it was in- 
terlaced. Computer monitors refresh at 
anywhere from 40 to 80 times per second 
and replace the entire display with each 
scan. Refresh rates of 60 or less can dis- 
play flicker especially in the presence of 
fluorescent lighting. A 72 hertz refresh 
rate is also known as VESA compatible 
and yields excellent performance. 

Resolution is a selling feature with 
many computers and care should be taken 
when selecting a monitor to operate at 
certain resolution. A 14 inch display is 
ideally suited for a 640 x 480 pixel dis- 
play. The text is readable and the graph- 
ics is sharp. Many 14 inch displays can 
show higher resolutions but the dot pitch 
even at .28 is not adequate for a sharp 
picture. A 15 inch monitor with a .28 
pitch will display a 800 x 600 image with 
features the same size and quality as a 14 
inch display at 640 x 480 but the 15 inch 
display will show more on the screen. A 
17 inch display is ideal for the 1024 x 
768 image and the 20 inch displays are 
for 1280 x 1024. Although the displays 
are capable of higher resolution, the qual- 
ity is typically unacceptable for long term 
use. 

The correct display choice is a cost 
compromise as always but the best place 
to spend your money is on the display. A 
fast and expensive graphics card offers 
little benefit with a standard 640 x 480 
monitor especially if you choose a coarse 
pitch. An interlaced Super VGA moni- 
tor sounds bad at first but the interlaced 
modes are typically at 1024 x 768 pixels 
only which most people would never use. 
The 15 inch displays are becoming more 
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NORTH FLORIDA NEWS 


The North Florida Amateur Radio 
Society and seven other NE Florida Ra- 
dio Clubs combine their efforts to stage 
the Greater Jacksonville Amateur Radio 
_and Computer Show each August. The 

24th annual event will be held August 6- 
_7at the Prime Osborne Convention Cen- 
_ ter located just north of the I-95/I-10 junc- 

tion. Hours are Friday 2-6pm for early 
set-up ONLY. Saturday 9AM-5PM and 

Sunday 9AM-3PM. Registration is $6.00 

per person with free parking in the main 
convention center parking lot. 

NOFARS—North Florida Amateur Ra- 

dio Society meets the second Thursday 
of each month with the exception of Au- 
gust and December. Meetings are held at 
the Ed White Community School on Old 
Middleburg Rd. near the 1-295 and 
Normandy Blvd Exit. Meetings begin at 


Continued from page 120 
common and cost only about a hundred 
more than a 14 inch display. A standard 
Super VGA card with one megabyte of 
memory will generate the 800 x 600 dis- 
play and most of these comes with win- 
dows drivers. 

Accelerated video cards are very 
common and many are quite pricey. These 
Super Video Cards are designed to speed 
up some Windows functions and off load 
the processor of graphical control by us- 
ing a custom processor on the video card. 
Accelerators speed up the drawing of lines 
and boxes that Windows generates when 
it puts a new application on the screen. 
The benefit is greater, the higher the reso- 
lution. Many super video cards don’t 
even accelerate at standard VGA resolu- 
tion. Speed improvements for normal 
processing are unaffected by accelerated 
video and some cards operate slower than 
conventional cards in DOS text modes. 

Local Bus designs interface the 
video card directly to the processor bus. 
This is an obvious performance improve- 
ment for both graphics and text. These 
cards are only slightly more expensive 
than conventional ISA cards but require 
a motherboard that supports local bus 
video. 

If you are in the market for a com- 
puter, buy the best monitor you can af- 
ford and you won+t regret it. All the 
speed and fancy buzz words just don’t 
help if you get a headache looking at your 
machine. 

Steve 


7:30PM and all are welcome to attend. 
Talk-in on 146.76 


Amateur Radlo Links 


School Sports 

NOFARS provided a radio link be- 
tween Mandarin Middle School in Jack- 
sonville, Florida and Woodville School 
in Mitchellville, Maryland to exchange 
joint track and field meet results. Link 
ups were accomplished using 2 Meter to 
40 Meter and 20 Meter links. Successful 
exchanges increased the interest and 
sharpened competition. NOFARS offers 
“QUARTERLY” exams for upgrading. 
The next scheduled opportunity will take 
place a the Jacksonville Hamfest at 9AM 
sunday, August 7th. Bring ID, copy of 
License and CSC 

FCC to get new Hi-Tech Fleet of 
spectrun-patrol cars loaded with super- 
sophisticated gear to track pirate radio 
stations and other spectrum violators. 
Operations to begin this summer and new 
techniques will make trackdowns in a 
matter of minutes! 

NFDXA 

North Florida DX Association held 
it’s regular monthly meeting at the QTH 
of Pres Graham on 21 May. Twenty seven 
hungry DXers wrapped their tongues 
around a great meal with corn and all the 
fixins. The regular business meeting con- 
tinued discussion of future DXpedition 
sites and possible teams to man the sta- 
tions. No final decisions have been 
reached and further discussion will be 
held during the june meeting on the 18th. 


ROT TTD 
Atlantic Division awards 

‘The ARRL Atlantic Division 
** Amateur of the Year” for 1994 is Bob 
Bennett, W3 WCQ, of Towson, Maryland. 
Among his many contributions to Ama- 
teur Radio, Bennett, 58, co-anchors the 
** Answer Man Net” on the Baltimore 
Amateur TV Society repeater. 

After serving for nearly 10 years as 
the Atlantic Division representative to the 
ARRL UHF/VHF Advisory Committee, 
in 1993 Bennett was named chairman of 
the new ARRL Spectrum Committee. 
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Jacksonville Hamfest 
will feature Man from 


Outer Space 


The Jacksonville Hamfest is fast 
approaching. The Prime Osborne Con- 
vention Center will be the site of the Jack- 
sonville Hamfest on August 6th and 7th. 

To add to the allure of the hamfest, 
Vern Ferris tells me that they will feature 
a Man from Outer Space; Dr. Jay App, 
N5QWL who recently returned to mother 
earth after serving as a Mission Special- 
ist on SDS-59. 

For those of you attending the 
hamfest, the convention center is at the 
corner of S. Lee and W. Bay Streets near 
the junction of I-10 and I-95. In case you 
need help, talk-in will be on 146.76. Ad- 
ditional information can be obtained from 
Billy, N4UF at (904) 350-9193. 

Be sure and visit the FLORIDA 
SKIP booth that will be located right near 
the front entrance. Stop by and say hello. 
Assisting in the booth will be the famous 
“Doc” Staples, W4SME who deserted the 
sacred Melbourne area to live in the Jack- 
sonville area, the “promised land” to the 
north that is to Florida what Oreo cook- 
ies are to milk. 

See you in J-ville! //ger 


The Division’s Technical Achieve- 
ment award was won jointly by Bill 
Ferguson, WA3BXW, of Bristol, Pennsyl- 
vania, and Charles *’Jim’’ Smith, K3 ATI, 
of Newportville, Pennsylvania. 

And the *’Grand Ole Ham” is 94 
year-old Dean Wallace, K2ANM, o 
Herkimer, New York. Dean was first li 
censed in 1919, as 8AAF. 

The awards were announced at the 
ARRL Atlantic Division Convention, 
held in conjunction with the Rochester 
(New York) Hamfest, on May 21, 1994. 

-ARRL Internet 
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The Longest Night to Freedom 


How do 60+ people escape to free- 
dom? They have to have a strong convic- 
tion, must have a plan, capture a 120 foot 
freighter, bring a bible, and most impor- 
tant bring two amateur radio operators. 
This is the ordeal of 64 people that es- 
caped to freedom in the early morning 
hours of June 4, 1994. They made a swift 
and elaborate escape from Cuba. Imag- 
ine, for just a moment, like in a James 
Bond movie, these people were able to 
come to the USA on a freighter and es- 
cape to freedom using the Florida 
Straights, the Cuban underground rail- 
road. But, it was not easy. In international 
waters and with children aboard, the 64 
non-paying passengers were like targets 
on a turkey shoot for several hours until 
the US Coast Guard came to their rescue. 

Several months ago, the desperate 
Captain Mario Jimenez of the M/V Rene 
Heredia started planning the escape from 
the island. His plan was unique because 
as the Master of a 120 ft. coastal trader 
that hauls sand within the Cuban ports, 
he had access to information that the av- 
erage citizen wouldn’t. So, Captain 
Jimenez decided that continuing to live 
in Cuba was a lost cause. Since there is 
no solution to the lack of freedom and 
hunger that his family was suffering, it 
was better to risk it all than to stay in the 
island. Knowing that something was in 
the works, the Cuban government 2 weeks 
before had dismissed him from his post 
as Master of the vessel. But, Captain 
Jimenez didn’t give up. They had a plan, 
and he was to see that it was implemented. 
Their philosophy was to escape to free- 
dom or die trying. 

So late Friday night, ten members 
of the group crawled 300 yards in the sand 
and helped by the darkness of the night 
toward the freighter that was docked in 
Mariel Harbor. Once on board, they found 
three sleeping crew men and tied them 
down. Then swiftly, they got the rest of 
the group aboard. About 1:00 am, they 
crank-up the engine and cast away with 
a heading toward the North for freedom. 
In less than 20 minutes into the voyage, 
a spotlight hit them. It was a Cuban bor- 
der patrol boat, and soon it came along- 
side of the freighter. The gun boat de- 
manded the ship to stop. Several other 
gun boats join in and swarmed around 
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the escaping freighter. More orders to 
stop from the gun boats were blasted 
to the freighter. But, the freighter con- 
tinued in his initial course running at 
nine knots. Then the order to open fire 
was given, and the shooting began. 
Some of the escapees climbed on the 
ship’s deck and showed that there were 
children aboard, but the gunners kept 
shooting with no mercy to the passen- 
gers. The gun boats kept on hot pur- 
suit and sporadically shooting at the 
freighter 

Juan Alberto CO2PJ and Juan 
Felipe Coquerela CO2JU had invested 
all their possessions into this trip: their 
life, their family, and their home-made 
radio transceiver. Once on board there 
was no turning back, they were com- 
mitted to freedom or death. If they are 
caught alive and returned to Cuba, both 
of these radio operators would face a 
firing squadron. In addition, their fam- 
ily will be sent to prison for 30 or 40 
years, and there will be no second 
chance to leave for Miami. So the only 
thing they could do was continue 
riding the ship, sink with it, or hope 
that the patrol boats will give up the 
pursuit after entering the international 
waters. However, it is well known that 
in many occasions Cuba has violated 
international waters. Sometimes the 
gun boats have been seen chasing 
rafters up to the 24 degrees of North 
latitude. 

Andres Sanches, the First Mate 
was in the Captain’s bridge steering 
the freighter. A gun boat got close and 
fired into the bridge, hitting Andres 
in the neck. Bleeding from the wound, 
he dropped to the bridge’s floor. Soon 
Elio Diaz, another sailor took over the 
helm, and he continued steering the 
vessel through the arduous voyage. 
From the floor, Sanches gave orders 
to Elio. Then Elio was gunned down 
too but remained steering. 

Both of the radio operators saw 
that the situation was getting from bad 
to worse and determined that some- 
thing must be done. They had erected 
a small 40 meter vertical antenna a mid 
ship thinking that they would be able 
to contact, during the day, “The 
Hermanos al Rescate,” (Brother’s to 
the Rescue) a group of former Cuban 


by Tony Urbizu, WB4TED 


pilots and radio operators that daily pa- 
trol the area in search of rafts that have 
escaped the island prison. Quickly, they 
decided that either they were going to save 
the ship or all will be killed, but it was 
still dark and the patrol planes were not 
on the air. On the other hand to continue 
this situation, they were all going to get 
blown to pieces by the gunners in the 
boats. So, they tuned up the rig and called 
for a “Mayday.” 

Pedro YVS5JCV and Gustavo 
YV3EVG were having a late QSO in 
7,118 khz in Venezuela. The band was 
noisy, but they could copy each other. It 
was about 1:37 am they were both sleepy. 
Through the noise, they could hear a faint 
voice calling “Mayday.” First they 
thought that it was some kind of a joke. 
Who would be calling Mayday at this time 
of the night? But the voice continued re- 
questing help. The voice was of a Span- 
ish speaking person with Caribbean Is- 
land accent. Could this be a Cuban ham 
operating from a boat? 

Down in the ship’s bilge the 60 odd 
passengers were all grouping together and 
holding hands. For the crossing, they had 
brought a bible. They knew that if they 
were captured and brought back they will 
be sent to prison for a long long time. 
Only their faith and their strong convic- 
tion in belief of the Lord kept them from 
going mad. They were resigned to accept 
there faith and let the Lord decide what 
was best for them. Although they 
couldn’t change the course of the events, 
the least they could do was all pray to- 
gether. They lite up a light and read sev- 
eral of the passages from the bible. Then, 
they started praying. As the fusillade from 
the gun boats became stronger, the pas- 
sengers praying became louder. The gun 
boats got closer and closer. One of the 
gun boats tried to board the freighter. 
Several times a rope was thrown over to 
the ship. In vain, the rope fell back in the 
water. The passengers continued praying. 
Afterward in Miami, Juan CO2PJ re- 
called. “It was a miracle: to this moment, 
I can’t believe that they couldn’t board 
the vessel. Only the Lord knows why.” 

Juan CO2PJ and Juan CO2JU fi- 
nally made the contact with the opera- 
tors in Venezuela. With only 15 watts of 
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Continued from page 14 
power, a home rig, and a vertical antenna 
they contacted several stations 1500 miles 
- away and South of their destination. But, 
' they weren’t looking for a DX station; 
they wanted to tell the US Coast Guard 
and the world: that they were under at- 
tack by Cuban gun boats in the Straight 
of Florida in international waters. They 
needed medical attention for the wounded 
that were bleeding on board. 

Pedro and Gustavo decided that 
Carlos Chang HP8DCF would be in bet- 
ter condition to work the freighter. Then 
HP1DAV from Panama came on the fre- 
quency and called the US Coast Guard in 
Miami via telephone. The Coast Guard 
Officer, Guillermo Castrillo answered the 
phone call in Miami and started handling 
the rescue operation. The US Coast Guard 
called KB4HRV and KB4TFF at 3:00 am 
that a freighter had been attacked. Armed 
with a HF transceiver at 4:00 am KB4TFF 
jumped on board in one of the planes of 
the “Brothers to the Rescue” and departed 
for the scene. 

In the mean time, the US Air Force 
scrambled an F-16 to the area to see what 
was going on in international waters and 
to deter any further violence. Several he- 
licopters were dispatched and the opera- 
tion was in full response to the stricken 
freighter. The helicopters carried litters 
to lift and evacuate the wounded crew 
members. The US Coast Guard adviced 
the “Brothers to the Rescue” plane to keep 
away from the area. But, KB4TFF was 
able to contact Juan in the freighter and 
counsel him that help was near and to 
continue on the course that they were 
heading towards freedom. 

For several hours, Diaz with a 
wound in the genital area and laying in 
the the floor of the Captain’s bridge con- 
tinue steering the ship. “At a time like 
that, you do what ever it takes.” exclaimed 
Diaz from his hospital bed. 

Unknown to the military, to the 
ones on pursuit, to the freighter passen- 
ger, and under the cover of darkness sev- 
eral escaping refugees in home made raft 
were witness to the shooting. They heard 
the shots and saw the tracers in the night 
then in the morning a passing cruise ship 
rescued them. “We thought it was some- 
thing normal maybe a training exercise?” 
Eloy Horta said from a relative’s home in 
Hialeah the next Monday morning. 


Finally, the gun boats gave up and 
turned back, seven people were injured 
in the escape. The aftermath, the wounded 
were evacuated in helicopters to Key 
West, and they are recuperating from their 
wounds. The rest were brought up that 
evening to Key West aboard the US Coast 
Guard Cutter Point Lobos. In Washing- 
ton, acynical Cuban government spokes- 
man described the incident as a hijack- 
ing and defended the use of force to stop 
a stolen boat. In Key West, the crewmen 
that were tied down during the ordeal: 
two of them returned the ship back to 
Cuba while one decided to jump ship and 
defect with the rest of group. 

In addition, other hams that pro- 
vided back up communications and help 
with the rescued mission: Santiago 
YV2FAP, Carlos HJ3PLB, XE2TEB, 
Guido AB6MO, Nelson KC4CLO, Luis 
N4LDG, Osvaldo KB4TFF, Juan 
HKSCPH Jorge HP1XZQ/WP4KTF/HP2, 
Rosenberg HK3UX and HK3I]HP. There 
were other stations but the name or call 
letters were unintentionally omitted. 

It is very lamentable to see a drama 
of this magnitude develope in the Florida 
Straights by a group of people that were 
so desperate to force themselves out of 
the island or die in the intend. But it’s 
more lamentable that Cuba has to use this 
kind of brutal force to control its citizens 
from leaving. This was just another of 
the thousands of cases that hunger, des- 
peration, seeking freedom, and self de- 
termination has driven so many people 
to escape Cuba, the Caribbean Devil’s 
Island. We welcome the new arrivals to 
their new found freedom. Although, we 
believe that they made the right choice 
by escaping communism. We can’t ap- 
prove of the dangerous way that they de- 
parted. Nevertheless, we condone their 
action in seeking freedom and taking an 
adventure that will remain in their memo- 
ries as the “Longest Night to Freedom.” 
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"Last Minute" Hamfest 


we) 


Student members of the Univer- 
sity of South Florida Radio and Electron- 
ics Club have once again pulled them- 
selves away from their schoolwork to in- 
vite Hams from around the state to join 
them for The Third Annual “Last 
Minute” Hamfest. This year’s event will 
once again be held at the USF Tampa 
Special Events Center—a new, modern, 
air-conditioned facility. Saturday, July 16 
may be hot outside but between the hours 
of 9am and 3pm it will be cool enough 
for some good old-fashioned Amateur 
eyeball conversations indoors. Parking is 
free and its just 3 dollars and fifty cents 
to get in. Vendors are the backbone of our 
hamfest and our philosophy is to keep it 
cheap, so that no one will fry in a tailgat- 
ing section. There will be about 200 
tables available for setup. The cost of a 
table is $10 which includes one admis- 
sion. Paid reservations will be accepted 
until July 10, after that please see us at 
the big garage door located on the side of 
the building. There will be Friday 
evening setup from 6-9 PM for those that 
can’t wait to get inside! For the early 
rising vendors, the doors will open at 8 
AM for the mad rush of the handtruck 
brigade to set up the tables. In a quiet area 
away from the commotion, Amateur test- 
ing sessions will be offered so don’t for- 
get a copy of your license and the origi- 
nal if you plan to enter the fraternity or 
gain those new privileges. There is an 
additional charge for testing by the Vol- 
unteer Examiners. This year’s version of 
this fast growing summer Hamfest will 
also have food and drinks with lots of 
tables to relax and chat and await the 
drawing of the next door prize. Break up 
the Summer doldrums by coming out and 
supporting our club and having a good 
ol’ time. Talk-in will be on 147.240 & 
146.940 repeaters. USF is easily found 
located between I-275 and I-75 on 
Fletcher Avenue. See you there. 

For more information: Kevin 
Cardwell KD4GMD (813)933-9473 Res- 
ervations: USF REC CTR 2416 4202 E. 
Fowler Ave. Tampa, FL 33620 
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Are YOU Ready? 


-by Doc Staples, W4SME 


olf 


(Conclusion. Continued from last 

month) 
Part 3 - Sect 1. ——The 
PRIMARY Plan——BEFORE! 

1.What is the storm surge history 
of my area? 

2.What is my best Evacuation 
Route? 

3.Where will I store my station an- 
tennas? 

4.Do I have a radio that will tune 
to NOAA weather? Do I have extra bat- 
teries? 

5.Do I have containers for gasoline? 

6.Do I have at least three days of 
Non-Perishable food in cans or water- 
proof containers? (Remember to use in- 
delible felt tip pen to mark ends of cans 
with name of contents) 

7.Do I have a supply of my special 
medicines? 

Insulin, cardiac durgs, arthritis 
medicines, pain and diarrhea medicines? 

8.Is my First Aid kit well stocked? 

9.Do I have a portable stove and 
fuel? 

10.Have I checked out my portable 
generator, lanterns, flashlights and 
candles? Extra batteries? 

11.Do I have a three day supply of 
potable water? 

12.Will all of my Ham equipment 
operate from 12VDC and do I have extra 
batteries besides those in the automobile? 

13.Do I have a box with wire an- 
tennas that I have checked out for opera- 
tion on Emergency Net frequen- 
cies?(3940/3950/7247/14305) 

14.Do I have-a waterproof metal 
box for all my important papers with my 
name on it? Does it contain pens, pencils 
and paper? Maybe even message blanks? 

15.Do I have my personal needs, 
as spares, in zip-lock(r) bags? 

Toiletries, Pillows, blankets, sani- 
tary napkins/toilet tissue, towels and soap. 

16.Do I have a sleeping bag, extra 
dry clothing, a compass and a portable 
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barometer? The above should give you a 
starting point from which you can develop 
your own inventory! 
Part 3 - Sect 2. ——The DURING 
Plan—— 

1.If you are a COASTLINE resi- 
dent and the path of the storm is projected 
to endanger your locality—You should 
have closed up your house and EVACU- 
ATED! 

2.If you live in a mobile home or 
manufactured housing, you should have 
EVAC UATED! 

3.If you have a crank-up tower, 
lower it, strip it, lash it to ground anchors. 

4 If your tower can’t crank down, 
increase the number of guys and add ad- 
ditional ground anchors. Strip the coax 
from the tower otherwise you can expect 
shredd copper! If you do use additional 
guys, remember, leave a catenary to al- 
low for tower movement otherwise fit- 
tings will snap allowing the tower to 
buckle. 

5.If you plan to SIT OUT THE 
STORM? determine which side of the 
house will be the INCOMING SIDE! 
Move ALL equipment and necessities to 
the downwind side! Remember, masking 
tape on glass windows simply causes the 
glass to become bigger projectiles and 
dangerous flying objects! 

6.After the “EYE” has passed, it 
will be expedient to revers e positions if 
the INCOMING side remained intact. 
The backside of hurricanes can be as and 
sometimes more violent than the front. 

7.Keep a window slightly open, and 
if you have an attic, be sure it can breathe 
to prevent implosion. 

8.Keep tools, hammer, saw, nails, 
tape and plywood available. 

9 Protect your portable generator by 
lashing it to some solid object. And re- 
member—USE ONLY three wire cable 
and grounded receptacles. 

10.Shut OFF the MAIN power 
breaker as soon as you lose power. If you 
are on city water, close main valve after 
filling bath tub and all available buckets. 

11.All valuable papers (mortage, 
deed, insurance, etc) should have been 
placed in watertight plastic containers 
and placed inside a briefcase or s uitcase 
for portability. 

12.Don’t wander around ouside the 
house during the storm! Stay quiet, lis- 


ten to the radio for advisories and baro-— 
metric pressure changes. 

13.If you have a pet or pets keep 
them leashed so that they will not spook 
and get free. 

Part 3 - Sect 3.—The AFTER 
plan—— 

1.Check with NOAA radio for ad- 
visories and latest position of the storm. 

2.If you do go OUTSIDE, beware 
of downed cables. Do NOT assume they 
are dead because they are DOWN! 

3.Do a Wind and Water damage 
assessment. Take pictures for insurance 
purposes. Check for any antennas still up 
and possibly functional. 

4.Remain where you are UNLESS 
you are qualified to help at a Resource 
Center, Disaster Relief Center or Hospi- 
tal! 

5.Do NOT drive your car to 
sightsee! And DON” T drive UNLESS it 
is a dire EMERGENCY! 

6.Setup station for HF/VHF and 
UHF on emergency power (batteries/gen- 
erator). Explore simplex frequencies first. 
If possible check-in with your EC,DEC 
or club emergency net frequency! Listen- 
Listen and listen some more for low 
power stations with poor antennas in the 
affected area that need help. Stay clam, 
keep good records of stations contacted 
and times. Report your conditions when 
asked and establish a check-in schedule 


inorder to save your fuel. 


SILENT KEYS 


We regret to report the passing of 
the following Florida Amateur Radio 
Operators. Please notify FLORIDA SKIP 
of any silent keys in your area. 


K4PZV - Alfred Debicki, Highland Beach 


W4BNQ - Eric E. Olseen, Merritt Island 


Polk Ham Club supports 
Sun & Fun EAA Fly-in In 


Lakeland 
-by Ginger Fitzgerald, WB4SOU 


The Polk County Civil Defense 
Amateur Communications Society pub- 
lic service club, “The Polk Ham Club”, 
set up and operated its amateur radio sta- 
tion, W4TJM at the Lakeland, Florida 
airport April 10-16, 1994. 

A message center was set up and 
two mobile communications vans were 
used to send free messages as a public 
service for the many visitors of the Ex- 
perimental Aircraft Association Sun & 
Fun EAA fly-in. Message distribution was 
handled throughout the National Traffic 
System as sponsored by the American 
Radio Relay League, Inc. 

A total of 596 visitors signed the 
guest register at the message center, 330 
of these were licensed amateur radio op- 
erators. A total of 665 messages were sent 
to 49 states and four countries. Four mes- 
sages were returned undeliverable, unable 
to locate addressee by address or tele- 
phone number. 

The message and communications 
center was operated by members of the 
Polk Ham Club, and Ham volunteers from 
Polk County and adjacent areas. Many of 
the volunteers hold multiple memberships 
in other organizations, such as the Ama- 
teur Radio Emergency Service, Radio 


Amateur Civil Emergency Service, the 
National Traffic System, and other pub- 
lic service organizations. 

Directions and talk-in information 
was directed from on-site and supplied 
through the 145.685 and 147.375 repeat- 
ers. Ninety-five contacts were made with 
people requesting directions to the site. 
The 146.655 and the 147.330 repeaters 
were also used as alternate frequencies 
during rush hours. The talk-in was 
handled by Norm Weddell, W9HOH and 
Everett Siebert, KD4BGY. 

The following is the list of the 
people that made the Sun & Fun project 
a success: 

WB4SOU, Ginger Fitzgerald; 
K4EBO, Lucky Parker; AA4HT, “Rip” 
Van Winkle; KC4KGN, Darrell Davis; 
W9HOH, Norm Weddell; WT4F, Bill 
Gilman; N4NCR, Gene Collins; 
KA1HDH, Gunner Brink; K4PFB, Jake 
Jacobs; AD4IH, Joe Pirkle; WB3JUT, 
Marge Isett; Jo Weddell; KC4OCW, Patsy 
Blakeman; KASHOV, Wayne Blakeman; 
W3QQ, Cid Justis; KA4DCW, Harold 
Satterfield; WB4GHU, Ron Mettler; 
KC4VNB, Ken Shaw; KD3VH, Jim 
Lennox; AC4ZI, Hank Sill; KB4MON, 
Dennis Drury; AB4XK, Chet Carruth; 
K8RIF, Charlie Stevens; KD4BGY, 
Everett Siebert; WN3W, John Chickness; 
KE4AUV, Pat Pirkle; WB9IJW, Rick 
Nelson; Rebecca Pirkle; N4UMR, Len 
Postage; KD4JSE, Brian Sugden; Cecelia 
Sugden; KE4FAJ; KD4HOU, O.B. 
Esquinaldo, Jr.; WB4TIN, Glenn Myers. 


Left to Right: Everett Siebert-KD4BGY, Norm Weddell-W9HOH, Jo Weddell- 
XYL, Brian Sugden-KD4JSE, Decelia Sugden-XYL, LuckyParker-K4EBO, 
Len Postage-N4UMR 


AEA Announces 1994 
Amateur Ambassador 


Award Winner 

Lynnwood, WA — AEA is proud 
to announce the 1994 winner of the Ama- 
teur Ambassador Award: Jim Stafford, 
W4Q0 of Rosewell, Georgia. As the 
1994 recipient of this award, Mr. Stafford 
will receive a $1,000.00 cash award and 
an all-expense paid trip to the ARRL Na- 
tional Convention. 

Nominees for the AEA Amateur 
Ambassador Award are judged on their 
dedication to amateur radio, the influence 
they’ve had on those outside amateur ra- 
dio, and any special activities that pro- 
mote amateur radio. Particular attention 
is given to those who have had a signifi- 
cant positive impact on young people. 

Mr. Stafford was nominated for this 
award because of his work with the 
RadioActive Schools program in the 
greater Atlanta, Georgia area. The 
RadioActive Schools program provides 
students and teachers alike with the op- 
portunity to get hands-on experience with 
amateur radio, electronics, science, and 
a host of other things. One of the aims of 
the programs is to give students that 
which they would otherwise simply read 
about in a textbook. 

In conjunction with the 
RadioActive Schools program, Mr. 
Stafford has also been instrumental in 
several teachers gaining their own ama- 
teur radio operating licenses. This part 
of the program has played a vital part in 
enabling the schools to continue to offer 
the exciting opportunities offered by ama- 
teur radio. 

AEA commends Jim Stafford, and 
the many other deserving amateurs we 
could not recognize this year, for their 
efforts in promoting amateur radio. With- 
out the endeavors of these dedicated ama- 
teurs, our hobby would not be nearly as 
rich and rewarding. 

For information on how to nomi- 
nate someone for next year’s award, 
please write to: Advanced Electronic 
Applications, Inc., Amateur Ambassa- 
dor Program, PO Box C2160, 
Lynnwood, WA 98036. They can also be 
reached by phone at (206) 774-5554 or 
Fax at (206) 775-2340. 
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Exrs Amateur Rapio 


2513 S.W. 9th AVENUE 
FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 33315 


OPEN O 
ars ICOM 
A WEEK 
“THE LATEST IN NAME BRAND S 


HAM EQUIPMENT’ ag 


by LARGEST SELECTION OF BOOKS & 
PERIODICALS IN SOUTH FLORIDA!!! 


DISCOUNT 
PRICES! 


CLOSE-OUTS 

LEN i 

epe° | BUY ¢ SELL * TRADE 
NATION-WIDE 1-800-780-0103 


305 (305) 
525-01 O03 944-3383 


BROWARD DADE Fax 


USED 


WEEKLY 
SPECIALS 


AMERICAN EXPRESS, MASTERCARD & VISA 
‘““SE HABLA ESPANOL” 
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It is interesting to see the contrast 
of the largest Hamfest in the world, Day- 
ton, and a newborn Tailgate HamFest in 
Niceville. 

The Twin Cities Amateur Radio 
Club and the Playground Amateur Radio 
Club got together and set up the first and, 
most likely not the last, Tailgate Swapfest. 
It was held in the parking lot of the 
Niceville Community Center on Saturday, 
June 4, 1994. Larry (KE4ACC) and Tony 
(N1CPG) did a lot to organize it as did 
Pat (KB4ABQ), Jim (KC4K WI), Brad 
(N40 YB), Andy (KC4MCL), and a num- 
ber of others. 

The parking lot was full of cars 
sprouting all kinds of antennas, and tables 
were set up in the shade of the building 
or under an umbrella. Refreshments were 
available and a prize was awarded to the 
holder of the lucky ticket. 

Cars were seen leaving with some 
unusual cargoes. Everyone had a great 
time talking to other HAMS and looking 
at some really nice equipment available 
for the right person. 

At an event like this, we see people 
huddled together sharing information and 
providing words of guidance to those just 
joining the ranks of our hobby. We need 
this and we find talking to the “call” signs 
eye-ball to eye-ball a real pleasure. 

At this time, it is the intention of 
the clubs to move inside next year when 
the building is refurbished and usable. 


Nets must | 


register 

_ Nets have until Septem- 
ber 6, 1994, to register in the 
1995-96 ARRL Net Direc- 
tory. This new edition will 
not carry over information 
from previous directories, so 
you must send a registration 
card (Form FSD-8S, avail- 
able from HQ) to Headquar- 
ters. 


With a parking lot that can hold quite a 
few cars and with the air-conditioned hall 
available, it could become a popular an- 
nual event. 

It is always amazing to me how 
many items which are considered of no 
use to one person and which is creating a 
space problem for that person can become 
a treasured possession of someone else. 
I’m sure all of you have witnessed the 
transition from junk to a prized posses- 
sion many times. 

It is interesting to compare this 
fledgling Tailgate operation with the Day- 
ton show held last month. Dayton had 
acres and acres of parked cars, and hun- 
dreds of booths and tailgaters. I'll con- 
fess that I talked to more people in 
Niceville in a short period of time than I 
did in three days up in Dayton. This fledg- 
ling event is a much desired addition to 
the Amateur Radio schedule of events in 
the Panhandle. 

Maybe we will not see another Day- 
ton, but most likely we will see another 
show in Niceville next year. I certainly 
hope we will. 

The Tailgate Swapfest or Hamfest 
in Niceville is a tremendous contrast to 
the Dayton show with so many acres of 
parked cars and booths. However, when 
tailgaters get together, it is at a more re- 
laxed pace; and it is a great place to meet 
friends and compare notes. 

I hope we will see the Twin Cities 


Omar 
WA8FON 


HAM RADIO HEAVEN 


AEA ® MFJ @ AMERITRON © PRO-AM 


DAIWA @ JBLACK @ DIAMOND 
Full line of AZDEN Products 
ICOM - KENWOOD -YAESU 
ARRL Publications 
Antenga & Connectors 


Omar Electronics tne. 


2130 Georgia Hwy. 81 Southwest 
| __ Loganville, GA 30249 
(404) 466-3241 FAX: (404) 466-9013 
We Accept: @ VISA @ MC @ AMEX ® Discover 


"Matt" Matthew, KC4RKJ 


ARC and the Playground ARC make this 
an annual get-together. Having it in the 
air-conditioned building will make it an 
all-weather event which will help to avoid 
having a poor turn-out. Who knows? 
This may become a future Dayton. 

Field Day is coming up soon, June 
25 - 26. Many clubs throughout the state 
and the country are lining up sites and 
members to man the radios over the 24- 
hour period. This goal is important any- 
where in the country or anywhere in the 
world where Amateur Radio is permit- 
ted. It is especially important for opera- 
tors in Florida. Earthquakes, such as the 
one recently in California, are unpredict- 
able and it is important to be ready 24 
hours per day ... every day. Floods, power 
failure, communication failures can oc- 
cur at any time. We, in Florida, are ex- 
posed to tropical storms every year. While 
time exists to prepare for the wind and 
water, it is a never-ending struggle to keep 
emergency equipment ready ... especially 
in salt air and high moisture levels. 

It is important that all HAMS join 
in even if for only an hour or two. Check 
out your equipment. New HAMS can get 
very valuable experience as well as point- 
ers on available equipment. New HAMS 
can get wide experience on the air at the 
Field Day sites. It is a great place to learn 
from experienced Amateurs. 

Each and every one of us should 
take part in Field Day. 


Marc 
N4YHM 
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(407) 567-3423 


“KNOWN FOR SERVICE” 


ALUMA TOWER COMPANY, INC. EVELYN D. GAUZENS 


1639 OLD DIXIE "HIGHWAY W4WYR 
P.O. BOX 2806 Broker/Associate 


VERO BEACH, FLORIDA 32961-2806 FUTRELL COMPANY, INC. REALTORS 
FAX #407-567-3432 Office: 305) 233-4444 
Dig. Beeper: 880-0835 
642-4139 


1322 Gillott St. N.W. 
Palm Bay, FL. 32907 


VENECON, INC. | Se lirints 


PRE-OWNED COMMUNICATION EQUIPMENT 
WE REPAIR ALL KIND OF HF - VHF - UHF - CB 


4603 S.W. 71 Avenue Tel. (305) 669-9031 
Miami, Florida 33155 Fax (305) 669-9032 


KENWOOD - ICOM 
TWO-WAY RADIOS 


HAROLO HEASTER 


Ormond Beach, FL 


904-673-4066 or 1-800-84-RADIO 
Call for Everyday Very Low Prices 


W4PLM 


—> GOLF SHIRTS 
—> HATS 1-800-935-PLUS 
—=> APRONS 


—~ TOWELS (7587) 


—e KEY CHAINS IMPRINTED SPORTSWEAR AND AD SP 5 
ss Swe SPECIALTIES 
= PENCILS Etc... age 


“WE PRINT ON ALMOST ANYTHING? 


HC4Fi 
SIA 0 RV ee 


weectnomics - 9EN ROSUMNY 
503 MAIN ST. - 106A 
P.O. BOX 330 | 
CRAWFORD, GA 30630 
PH/FAX 706-743-3344 


AZDEN/KDK AEPAIA SPECIALISTS 
BUY, SELL OR TRADE NEW & USED AZDEN 
WE SELL POWER SUPPLIES, ANTENNAS & ACCESSORIES 


. SERVICE = 


STAR TEK SERVICE CENTER 


INTERNATIONAL, INC. We have been Servicing amateur radios reliably and economically on a 
national basis for 14 years. We also sell hi-quality state-of-the-art 8 & 10 
‘pole crystal filters, and specific upgrade kits for Icom, Kenwood and Yaesu 


ducts. 
398 N.E. 38TH STREET, FORT LAUDERDALE, FL 33334. oo INTERNATIONAL RADIO AND COMPUTER, INC. 
PHONE (305) 561-2211 FAX (305) 561-9133 3804 South U.S. 1, Fort Pierce, FL 34982 


(407) 489-5609 FAX No. (407) 464-6386 


rorattrour REAL ESTATE neeos 


COMMERCIAL ¢ RESIOENTIAL ¢ INDUSTRIAL 


Florida Custom Plastics 
MARK ROSNER ¢ N4BDZ 


CUSTOM ENGRAVING 
BROKER — ASSOCIATE KASHWY HARRY and JUNE KEITH 
1-800-346-3859 


© ENGRAVED CALL AND NAME BADGES | 
peer coalacae @ IDENTIFICATION PLATES LICENSE PLATES 


; @ DESK SETS AND PLASTIC SIGNS PLEXIGLASS SIGNS 
be @ | 1905 Hollywood Blvd. LK 9900 Ulmerton Road No. 56 
amam Hollywood, FL 33020 (nas, Largo, Florida 34641 PHONE (813) 504-6121 


COMPUTER SHOWS 
& HAMFESTS 


IF YOU HAVE A DESIRE TO ATTEND AND WISH TO 
BE ON OUR MAILING LIST,PLEASE FAX YOUR NAME 


A MATEU R RA D O AND ADDRESS TO: (305)748-3509 


- EXPRESS YOURAREAOFINTEREST: CD-ROM SOFTWARE, 
OPEN REPEATER CLU CD-ROM DRIVES, AMATEUR RADIO, X-RATED SHAREWARE 
85/.25 COMPUTER SHOWS, HAMFESTS. 


Compliments Of 


THE PALMETTO 
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NEED AN ANTENNA FARM SITE? 
7890 N.W. 55th Street Why not raise oranges & antennas in South Central Florida? 


Miami, FL 33166 sae : : 
: Land specialist W4ZD will help you like he has helped other 
aves SPEEDWAY leading Florida operators! 


spnillacls Contact BEV CAVENDER, W4ZD 
Cote Uwsetnr 
a AER ak AL Bah toll ct lit nna yet The Cavender Corp., Realtors 


Sherri! Zuckerman, Kcaw2S SIGNS 1349 U.S. 27 North - Lake Placid, FL 33852 | 
Louis, KOsHRD tenes? 1-800-741-4490 FAX: 813-465-9669 
Set fries 2 ae Ri aan eee ae tre Low prices in high Highlands Co.! 


ADVANTAGE COMMUNICATION 


INC. 
Specializing in VHF & SSB Marine Radio 
Marine Antenna Systems 
Lightning Protection 
Mobile & Base Installations 
Aviation Radio Services 
FCC General Radio Telephone Licensed 
Serving Dade Broward Palm Beaches 


NEMAL ELECTRONICS INTERNATIONAL, INC. 
ELECTRONIC CABLE e CONNECTORS e CUSTOM ASSEMBLIES 


12240 NE 14th Ave. 

N. Miami, FL 33161 

BENJAMIN L. NEMSER Tel. (305) 899-0900 Mark Lavallee Office (305) 961-2642 
President Fax (305) 895-8178 Digital Pager 337-6951 


TEST EQUIPMUENT, COMPONENTS & COMTPUTER EQUIPRUENT BATTERIES 


*NICKEL CADMIUM* *=CAMCORDER*RADIO* 
*GELL CELLS* “EMERGENCY LIGHTING* 
*LITHIUM*LEAD ACID* *CORDLESS/CELLULAR* 


ASTRO TOO cae meee 
eo TNR YOUR BATTERY STORE 


(407) 253-3371 279 DOUGLAS AVENUE, #1112 


ALTAMONTE SPRINGS, FL., 32714 


2854 Sarno Road - Melbourne Fl 32935 hah. cakes anattee este cea 4 cet 


Amateur Radio DX Blue Book G.M. ELECTRONICS SERVICE 


Up-dated Prefix, Country, Pacific Islands lists Ham Rapio 
DXCC, QSL, QTH, UTC Info each Prefix. 7 Prefix Maps SERVICE AND REPAIR 


Instant Speak or Write, 10-page Russian QSO dialogue. ALL MAKES 
U.S. PPD $9.45 %* Specialized Design EngineeringfConstruction 
Foldable Desk Top 11 x 17 Antenna Headings Chart #/Alsa Marine’ Electronics 
55 Florida Cities choice. $4.50 Blue Book patrons 
WaUuYZ 0 Ma ower St. 8137 North Main Street Guy Mallard, W61YK 
ee FL 92927, vibe 632-6809 gp Renville, Racna 2 Coes Ont? 


@ 
FLORIDA SKIP SPECIALTIES Kal-Tech €lectronics 
MAPS: 144, 220, 440 AND Packet - .25 ea. Tropical Electronics 


FCC: 610 & 610B Forms - FREE : 

FLA: Applications for Amateur Radio License Plate - FREE Electronic Parts - IC's - Transistors 
1994 Ham Shack Calendars - FREE Surface Mount Devices - Components 
(Send request and SASE for Maps, Forms, Applications) Ce ae 

BOOKLETS: FL TFC Routing Guide $3.00 + 2.00 P/H o& Maury & 
Dear Mabel Award: $3.00 to cover P/H Phone (305) 522-5811 


ON", ’ 200 S.W. 20th Street - Bay 2 
Andy Clark, W4IYT - P.O. Box 501 - Miami Springs, FL 33266 Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33315 FAX (305) 522-5271 


DON'T MISS THIS ONE! 
Welcome to the exciting 


world of amateur radio 
DIV OIN TH QUTHEA 
AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION 
or more information call: 
Jerry, WB2BEC, Pres. - 741-3955 
Monty, N4LLZ, VP - 748-1560 


A SUPER BUY 


at only 


$75.99 


for a year 


Florida Skip/21 


ANNOUNCING THE 21ST ANNUAL 
Greater Jacksonville 
Amateur Radio and Computerfest 


ARRL Northern Florida Section Convention 


Prime F. Osborn Convention Center 
Jacksonville, Florida 


August 6 - August 7, 1994 
9to5-Sat ¢ 9to3- Sun 


Registration $6.00 
Friday swap table and exhibitor set-up 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 


ALINCO, AMERITRON, ICOM, MFJ, RF PARTS AND EXHIBITORS 
ONE FULL ACRE INDOORS 
ON SITE QSL CARD VERIFICATION 
DEMONSTRATION ROOM FOR HANDS ON PRACTICE 
FREE PARKING 
HOURLY PRIZES AND MAJOR DAILY PRIZES 
TECHNICAL AND NON-TECHNICAL FORUMS 


Walk in FCC exams Sunday 9 a.m. 
Bring copy of license and any credits - FCC Form 610 provided 


Swap Tables $18 both days. 
For table reservations or other Hamfest information contact: 
Greater Jacksonville Hamfest Assn. 
P.O. Box 27033 
Jacksonville, Florida 32205 
(904) 350-9193 


22/Florida Skip 


Dayton — May 
72, 1994 — the 
Hamvention is over. 
Everybody has gone 
home ... everybody, that is, except for 
forty-two (42) hardy MARS members 
with a penchant for three days of solid 
work. The worldwide Army MARS In- 
Progress-Review conference traditionally 
follows the Dayton Hamvention. It is dur- 
ing the I.P.R. that the shaping and hon- 
ing of the future of Army MARS takes 
place. 

Attendees included Chief Army 
MARS, CONUS (COntinental United 
States) Army Mars Director, Two Over- 
seas Command Directors, the three CO- 
NUS Directors, seven Chief’s Special 
Staff members (each with a well-defined 
area of expertise), seven State Directors, 
representatives from the three Area Gate- 
way stations, volunteer Army MARS 
member from Germany, and other vol- 
unteer Army MARS members from sev- 
eral states. We also had an active Army 
guest who is an Air Force MARS mem- 
ber. This list illustrates the skills and tal- 
ents that were available to address the 
vital work at hand. This reporter found 
the experience of working with these 
people exhilarating. Army MARS is 
blessed with highly capable and highly 
dedicated people at all levels. 

The tone, agenda and focus of the 
I.P.R. were set by the speakers who 
opened each session. INTRODUCTION, 
INITIAL PRESENTATION — AAAQA, 
R. SUTTON DOD MARS REVIEW 
PANEL BRIEFING — AAAQA, R. 
SUTTON EMERGENCY OPERA- 
TIONS — AAAYED, D. MARTIN HIGH 
TECH PLANNING — AAAQSHT, W. 
MORGAN FREQUENCY MANAGE- 
MENT — AAA9SFM, B. DIXON OVER- 
SEAS OPERATIONS: KOREA AND 
PACIFIC — ABM4K, A. LAMB GER- 
MANY — AEMIA, J. ROBB PUBLIC 
RELATIONS — AAAQPR, L. MAT- 
THEW PAM COORDINATION — 
AAAQAC, A. WERTZ 

This year, especially, one of the 
changing characteristics of Army MARS 
became defined as a provider of primary 
source information to our Federal custom- 
ers during the FIRST seventy-two hours 
of any disaster. The emergency missions 


of Army MARS are deeply established in 
Army Directives and Legal mandates 
upon which the existence of Army MARS 
is based. As has been reported in this 
column previously, the early information 
aspect of the Army MARS mission was 
never more dramatically demonstrated 
than in the California Earthquake earlier 
this year. 

In terms of emergency capability 
and compatibility with other Federal 
agencies, Army MARS, as did Air Force 
and NavyMarineCorps MARS, partici- 
pated in the FEMA National Emergency 
Communications Net on June 1, 1994. 
The participation on FEMA frequencies 
was outstanding and proved MARS ca- 
pability for interaction with other agen- 
cies as needed. The fact that the FEMA 
operation began several hours ahead of 
the preannounced time created a real-time 
notification need on the part of all of 
Army MARS. This real-time notifica- 
tion was very quickly carried out, and 
Army MARS was on the air and opera- 
tional within minutes of FEMA’s early 
start. According to preliminary reports 
from FEMA, more than 40% of the total 
number of entries into the net were Army 
MARS members. With this performance, 
Army MARS is well established as being 
capable of performing its role of early 
information relay to the Federal support 
agencies on their own frequencies. 

Army MARS is determined to keep 
abreast of and participate in newer high- 
tech modes of operation. These modes 
are NOT intended to replace HF/VHF 
radio modes. They are intended to as- 
sume a value-added place in Army MARS 
communications. The blend of all modes 
of operation can mean dramatic increases 
in the effectiveness of Army MARS. This 
blend could well determine the future of 
Army MARS and its value to its custom- 
ers. Army MARS must be able to meet 
its customers on the customers’ commu- 
nications terms. Army MARS must not 
be relegated to the sidelines because of 
lack of development in high tech areas 
and a willingness to utilize these areas 
fully. 

Many other areas of Army MARS 
interests, as represented in the speaker list 
above, were fully discussed during the 
conference. Space, again, precludes full 


N ARMY MARS REPORT Lorraine S. Matthew (AAA9PR), PIO mars ww 


coverage here. These topics will be dis- 
cussed as they develop in future columns. 

The other major emphasis at this 
year’s I.P.R. was the completion of the 
new Army MARS PAM (the replacement 
operational document which will replace 
the Field Manual currently in use). Sev- 
eral lively discussions arose over recom- 
mended changes or, in some cases, lack 
of changes. If the discussions did not 
seem resolvable on the floor of the con- 
ference, Mr. Sutton/AAA9A set up com- 
mittees in order to resolve open issues and 
to report to the full conference on the next 
day. It was a system that he used well to 
keep the conference moving. With all the 
topics that needed to be addressed, his 
leadership enabled us to accomplish ev- 
erything necessary to move Army MARS 
forward. This fine leadership will con- 
tinue to make ... 

Army MARS ... Proud ... Profes- 
sional ... Ready 


WIREBOOK Hl 


The How-to and source manual 
written by ”The Wireman”, Press 
Jones, N8UG for Cable, Connec- 
tors, Coax, Wire and Baluns. 


If you’re into Coax, 
antennas, ladderline & 
Baluns - WIREBOOK IU! 

IS MUST READING 


ONLY $2.00 
FROM W.W. SALES 


Send your name & address, with 
your payment for $2.00 PLUS $1.00 
shipping and handling (total $3.00) to 
the address below. We'll rush your 
56-page information packed _ illustrated 
WIREBOOK II by return mail. 


WW SALES 


WIREMAN 
57 Echo Lake Dr., Dept F 
Fairview, NC 28730 
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KENWOOD 
Great summer vacation with the radio you always 
wanted, with the greal savings from 


KENWOOD/ HEASTER! 


TS-8605 All-band HF eneral coverage 
receiver, 100 watts SSE s dpe hr variable pi 
~ reverse nip aahty abs ie hae “ 
extremely quiet noise floor. 
$60 HIGH BOO BOOST function bust oo the pile-upe. 
Filter opations for both first and second IF sections. 
Built-in CW mamory keyer (DRU-2 voice keyer optional) 


TS-50S An exceptional oa ee HF 
transcelver, with SOOKHZ to 3 


control’Ke 
nolee floor ss 
$50 Off 


TH-241A Wide band receiver 
coverage ° CTCES enoode 
built-in * Three power settings: 
5, 10, and SOW * 20 full 
function memory channels 
phlei Lace! need * Muto 
scanning functions 


TH-78A Full duplex crose-bend operation * 
CTCSS encode/decode bullt-In * Alpha 


sit bel be, 9 Dual RX on same 
Hacer TSS aclective calling with page 
function * AIP for Improved Intermod 
pr car * Quick release front panel : 


ef co numeric display and massage paging” = 
wireless pesiphaied arpa * Builtin CTCSS Wide band receiver * 50 memory channels 
encoder/optional TSU-8 decoder * Sliding keyboard cover and illuminated 


[$40 OFF] 


TH-742A 2m, 50 wali/70em, 35 watt modular dha 
transceiver * 101 memory channels for sach ba 
CTCSS encode built-in * band recaiver * 

: ee modules er 50, 220, or 1200 MHz * 
; Remote-mountable front panel 


___TH-22AT or TH-42AT 3 watt output from 

3 bateey CT f module and supplied 6-volt 
ceo sone 3 watts, TH-42AT: 
watt output Lame 


PG- ow or POH rath "Com 
2-8/16 x 4-5/8 1 in. * Built-in DTMF 
keyboard with monitor 


*Offer valid through July 20, 1994 
| Harold Heaster, KE8MR - Ormond Beach, FL 32174 

| Local (904) 673-4066 Toll Free 800-84-RADIO (847-2346 FL) 

| Harold Heaster, KE8MR - Clarksburg, W. VA 26301 

Local (304) 623-5734 Toll Free 800-440-A-HAM (440-2426 W.VA) 
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HAM BAR 


FL 34746. (407) 870-8909 or (407) 341-0112. 


FOR SALE - Yaesu FT101E with Mic and Manual, a very 
good rig. Uniden 2510, 10 meter with Mic and Manual. K. 
McErlane, KR4PR 2219 Lime Tree Dr., Edgewater, FL 32141. 
(904) 423-9925. 


FOR SALE - Kenwood 221A Mobile 2 Mtr w/TT Mike and 
manual $190. Two HD-73 rotors, one new, one used w/ 
TH3MK3 Tri-Band Antenna $125. Len Vieira, KH6ED. 3308 


Juniper Dr., Edgewater, FL 32141. (904) 428-4078. 


Country Western Song: I wouldn’t take you to a Dog Fight, 
Even if I Thought You Could win. 


FOR SALE - Antenna Hi-Gain THDX-7, 7 Elem.; Ant. 
Cushcraft for 6 meters; Ant. Cushcraft 22 Element 2 meters: 
Ant. Dyamont Dual Band 440/145 MHz. Vertical for base; 
and Hi-Gain tower, 70', 4 sections, Rotor Ham-4, Crank-up, 
and Directional Control, Package Deal $1,900.00; Icom IC- 
575.H 6/10 meters $750.00; Yaesu FT 757 GXII Power Sup- 
ply FT 757 HD #790.00. Linear Amp. Drake L4B 2000 Watts 
- $825.00; Yaesu 902 DM - $600.00; 2 Handhlds Kenwood 2 
meters 721A Dual Band - $250.00 ea.; 2 Linear Amp. Mirage 
B-3016 2 meters - $120.00 ea; 1 Linear Amp Mirage 440 
Mar Sen Pe Drake Neg] ee eee 2 
: Hndhelds ICOM 2GAT 2 meters w/chargers - $150 ea; Nelson 
eS ea Sean tDO Ee eee pau’ aS Enriquez, WA4ZMN. 110 NW 34 Ave Minnis FL. PH (305) 
never used, $450.00 or OBO “Lee” Jones, K4LEE, (305) 246- SOR Ue SNE Se 
3892. 


HAMFEST - August 6th and 7th. Jacksonville at Prime 
Osborne Convention Ctr, cor S. Lee & W. Bay St. (Near junc- 


wanting to. pu your equipment. ‘No 
via aed ghia! 


tion I-10 & I-95), Talk-in: 146.760. Call: Billy, N4UF (904) 
350-9193 


FOR SALE - Sony ICF SW1 short wave, AM & FM receiver 
mint condition. Includes AC Adaptor, External antenna kit 
with booster, headphones, instruction manual and original 
compartmentalized carrying case. Unit is 4 x 2-3/4 x 7/8. 
$225. Elliott Adler, W4NBB. 407-575-5122 or FAX 407-575- 
4167 


Looney Laws - Still on the books: Every law abiding citizens 
must carry his gun to Sunday service with him. (South Caro- 
lina) 


CASH - For your surplus tube inventories, large or small 
amounts. WANTED: ATLAS 350XL transceiver, ASTRO 120 
130 transceiver, GALAXY GT5S50 and accessories. 
WANTED: FM 25 watt transceiver. Levy, WSQJT, 2310 Den- 
mark St., Apt 62; Clearwater, FL 34623. PH: (813) 791- 
4730 anytime. 


LAST MINUTE HAMFEST - USF Tampa Special Events 
Center, Saturday, July 16, 9am-3pm. Set-up Friday evening 


6-9pm. Located between I-275 and I-75 on Fletcher Ave. Talk- 


in on 147.240 & 146.94. Call: Kevin Cardwell, KD4GMD 
813) 933-9473. 


Greed is an itch that resists all scratching. A ADVERTISED PARTS IN H A MB ARS 


WANTED - 15m or 20m mobile transceiver. Will pick up. t 
John Mahagan, WB4JHS. 2862 Lake Toho Blvd, Kissimmee, — hy aes ame mm BuT | MISSPELLED dil — os os l 
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FLORIDA HAMFEST UPDATE Jul 


LOCATION 


DATE 


Aug 6/7 Jacksonville 


Sept 10/11 Melbourne 


Sept 24 Titusville 


Sept 25 
(Sunday only) 


Oct 1 St Petersburg 


Univ South FL Hamfest 

at USF Tampa 

Talk-in: 147.240/146.940 

INFO: Kevin, KD4GMD (813) 933-9473 
Prime Osborne Convention Ctr 

Cor. S. Lee & W. Bay St 

(Near junction I-10 & 1-95) 

Talk-in: 146.760 

INFO: Billy, N4UF (904) 350-9193 
Melbourne Auditorium 

625 Hibiscus Blvd 

Talk-in: 146.850 

INFO: Allen Hudson, N4PTM 
407-777-1120 

FREE! At Sandpoint Park on Rt 406, 
east of US 1. Exit 80 off I-95 

Talk-in on 146.910 

Wes Greiner, K4SJC 407-267-1565 


New Port Richey New Port Richie Recreation Center 


6630 Van Buren 

Talk-in on 145.350 or 147.150 
INFO: ?? 

ist Unity Church 

469 45th Ave North 

Talk-in on 147.06 


OCT 29 


NOV 5 


NOV 12 


NOV 12 


Port St Lucie 


Eustis 


Lake Worth 


Hialeah 


(NOON to 5 PM.) 


NOV 19/20 Tampa 


DEC 3 


Okeechobee 


INFO: ?? 
Oct 1 


Cross City 


Trail Rider’s Club 
next to Cross City Airport 


DEC 3 Ocala 


Talk-in on 146.700 & 147.390 
INFO: Gary, KN4LO (904) 542-3033 


Oct 8/9 Orlando 


407-331-9576 


Oct 15 Starke 


Bahia Shrine Am. Radio Unit 
2300 Pembrook Dr. 

Talk-in on 147.390 (+) 

Info: Charles Jackson, KD4OYT 


Bradford County Fairgrounds 
US 301 and SR 100 
Talk-in on 145.150 


y ‘94 


State Rd 80 just east of US 441 
Talk-in on 147.165 
INFO: Charlie, K2GNZ (407) 582-1164 
FREE! (Location to be announced.) 
Talk-in on 146.955 
Info: Denny, W9OQN (407) 335-0138 
At Lake County Fairgrounds 
Talk-in on 147.255 
INFO: Jason, KE4AUS (904) 357-9357 
FREE! At Sunset Ridge Park, 
Ave A and 13th St North 
Talk-in on 146.670 
INFO: Bill, N4ZDD (407) 439-8796 
FREE! At Hialeah Adult Center 
Palm Ave & 6 St 
Talk-in on 146.805 
INFO: Greg, KC4IVF (305) 883-5812 
Expo Hall, FL State Fairgrounds 
US 310 & 14 
Talk-in on 146.94- 
INFO: Jean (813) 525-5178 
Agriculture Center Bldg 
on U.S. 441, 1.5 mi north of S.R. 70 
Talk-in on 147.195 
INFO: Al, AD4RZ (813) 467-0516 
Marion Cty Livestock Pavillion 
on Jacksonville Rd. 
Talk-in on 146.970 
INFO: ?? 


RE KEKE EERE KK EEKR ER KER ERE RE EERE REECE REEK ERE EER EEE RE ERERE ERE RE RAEEEREEEREEER 


HELP AVOID CONFLICTS - GET YOUR DATES IN EARLY! 
PLEASE SENT CORRECTIONS, ADDITIONS AND WHO TO CALL 


FOR INFO! 


Packet Address: KB4VOL @ KB4VOL 


INFO:Dan, K4RVD (904) 475-2695 


Oct 22/23 West Palm Beach 
Fairgrounds 


FCC clarifies 
action 


In response to a request from the 
ARRL and inquiries from others, the 
FCC’s Private Radio Bureau has clarified 
new rules that went into effect on June 1, 
1994. The new rules do not remove the 
restriction against automatic control of 
digital and RTTY transmitting below 50 
MHz. 


26/Florida Skip 


Expo Center at South FL 


The new rules, resulting from ac- 
tion in PR Docket 93-85, relax the Ama- 
teur Service rules regarding the respon- 
sibility for the content of messages on 
high-speed digital networks. The Com- 
mission amended Section 97.109(e), to 
allow a forwarding station in a message 
forwarding system to be automatically 
controlled while transmitting third party 
communications. 

But, the Commission pointed out 
in a June 2 statement, Section 97.109(d), 


* Mail: Bill Britton, KB4VOL 8703 S.E. Jardin St. Hobe Sound, FL 


33455 * 


REECE RERE KEKE EK RERER EEE EEK RE KE REK ERR KEE EEKE KEK EEE KER EE RER EEE KE REEREREEEEERE 


which was not amended, still limits au- 
tomatic control of stations transmitting 
RTTY or digital emissions to frequencies 
above 50 MHz. 

The FCC currently has under con- 
sideration two petitions for rule making, 
RM-8218 and RM-8280, that address this 
subject. The petitions were submitted by 
the ARRL and by the American Digital 
Radio Society. 

More information is in June 1994 
QST, page 81. 

-ARRL Internet 


Continued from page 1 
whale oil, harpoons, ropes and food for 
the station workers. The station had its 
own facilities for the catchers, including 
a floating dock, slipway and excellent 
quay facilities. There were foundries, a 
blacksmith’s shop, laboratories, etc. 
Life on South Georgia for the sta- 
tion workers was a long and arduous busi- 
ness. Men normally worked a “season” , 
that is the austral summer from October 
to March inclusive. They came mainly 
from Norway, but also from Buenos Aires 
and the Falklands. They lived in the bar- 
racks at the rear of the station. Some 500 
men were employed during the catching 
season, reduced to 30 to 100 during the 
winter. The day was long - six in the 
morning to six at night - with a break for 
lunch. Catcher crews had to endure the 
hardship of long periods of cold and dan- 
ger in freezing and stormy seas. 
Whaling at Grytviken continued 
without a break through two World Wars 
and during this period the company pro- 
vided essential supplies to the British 
government, particularly whale oil for 
edible fats and glycerin for explosives. 
In January 1957 HRH the Duke of 
Edinburgh visited South Georgia aboard 
the Royal Yacht Britannia. At Grytviken 
he witnessed a whale being processed. 
Meanwhile, the other whaling sta- 
tions in South Georgia closed down. Nor- 
wegian whaling ceased at Grytviken in 
1962 but between 1963 and 1965 the sta- 
tion was leased to a Japanese company. 
Whaling ended at Grytviken in 
1965 simply because the whale stocks had 
become “fished out”. Whales unfortu- 


“FLORIDA SKIP SUBMITTALS 


The address for advertising copy, articles 

subcriptions, HAMBARS, classified ads, COTTER On OE HS 
_ and press releases is listed below. 

You can also submit articles by modem up to 2400) 
baud on our toll-free 800 line. Also use the 800 number fo 
story leads, news items and other news-related topics. If 
nee by. modem, eee caceay voice contact ant a 


FLORIDA SKIP 
1280 Sarno Road 
Sulte 224 
Melbourne, FL 32935 


Tele: 242-6993 (local) - 1-800-421-3279 


nately, are now only occasionally seen in 
the bays and waters around South Geor- 
gia. Even the most fervent optimist would 
deduce that many years, even decades, 
will elapse before they recover. 

Grytviken sprang briefly into 
worldwide prominence in 1982 when 
Argentine forces invaded South Georgia 
on 3 April. British Antarctic Survey per- 
sonnel and a small force of marines were 
imprisoned in Argentina. The island was 
recaptured by British forces three weeks 
later. 

The British Army established a 
garrison at King Edward Point. Its func- 
tion includes both military and civil ad- 
ministration for South Georgia. 

The DX operation planned for 
January 1995 will be conducted from the 
now abandoned Grytviken whaling sta- 
tion. 


“And.. Oh Yes.... 


We will listen for weak signals 


from the distant past 
calling out ! 


sounds likea59.... 


you are in the log and happy hunt- 


ing!” 


Ed. Note. For those of you that are 
not familiar with Al, he was one of the 
operators on the South Sandwich Island 


DXpedition a couple of years Also, 
I would like to thank Brucg bi ifter, 
KB4AQ - Editor of the Harris he teur 


Radio Club who has offered to work 
closely with the FLORIDA SKIP to keep 
its readers informed of the DXpedition 
and the welfare of Al and Jan, who are 


both friends of mine. 
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\ FLORIDA SKIP SUBSCRIPTION FORM 
E NEW RENEWAL CHANGE INFORMATION 

O 1YEAR- O 2YEARS- © 3 YEARS 

k $10 $18 $25 

f 

I Name 

I Callsign 

I Address 

; Clty 
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INTERNATIONAL RADIO AND 
COMPUTER, INC. 


Your Number One Radio Repair Center for Florida and the USA!! 
Supports you and your radio through 


Upgrade Kits for : 
= IRCI .and 
Icom, Kenwood Fox Tango 
and Yaesu radios 8 and 10 pole 


crystal filters 
Authorized . 
Kenwood 


= = . IRCI User 
Warranty = Be New 
Service Center 4 ws : x hes etters 
[01.2 S IRCI User 
Koon. 7 & >». Radio 
= ‘. x AS . a. 1 ; b Supplements | 
IBM Compatible ho ae) 


Fox Tango 
Computer fan 
Sales and Service Specialist 


We offer complete quality Sales and Service. Icom, Kenwood, Yaesu, Ten-Tec, Azden, KDK and Atlas repaired at 
reasonable cost. Optimized alignments also available from our sophisticated laboratory. Please enclose a letter detailing 
problems and advise preferred method of payment when you ship your equipment to: 


3804 South U.S. #1, Fort Pierce, FL 34982 Telephone [407] 489-0956 FAX # [407] 464-6386 


YOU'LL GET A BANG 
OUT OF YOUR JULY 
SKIP 


BULK RATE 
U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 
ADDRESS 


